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BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS

JANUARY 28, 2003

The Lassen County Board of Supervisors convenes in Regular Session on
Tuesday, January 28, 2003, at 9:34 a.m Present: Supervisors Robert
Pyl e, Jim Chapman, Brian Dahle, and Jack Hanson; County Counsel John
Ket el sen, County Adm nistrative Oficer (CAO Andy Witeman and County
Clerk Theresa Nagel. Supervisor Keefer is absent. Following the flag
salute, the invocation is offered by Supervisor Chapman.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF | TEMS DI SCUSSED | N CLOSED SESSI ON
Chai rman Chapman announces that no cl osed session was hel d.

AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDI TI ONS AND/ OR DELETI ONS
It is noved by Supervisor Pyle, seconded by Supervi sor Hanson and
carried to approve the agenda as posted.

PUBLI C COVIVENT

1. Violet Stout reads a poementitled "You're 10 Years A d Today"
for her grandson. Chairnman Chapman presents a Lassen County t-shirt
to Violet wwth Poet Laureate enbroidered bel ow the County seal, from
hi rsel f and CAO Whiteman in honor of Violet's birthday.

2. Chris Parilo, Field Representative to Congressman Doolittle,

di scusses the Congressnman's open door policy and his commtnment to his
constituents.

Supervi sor Dahl e di scusses a couple of issues that are inportant to
this area, both of which are included in an omibus bill: Paynent |n-
Li eu of Taxes (PILT) funding and the need to keep this funding in

pl ace; and opening up the one cent federal tax credit to bio-nass
facilities for the using recycl ables harvested from federal |ands
(currently the tax credit is only available to facilities that plant,
rai se and process for energy their own trees).

Supervi sor Hanson thanks M. Parilo for comng to the neeting and
states the continued operation of Sierra Arny Depot is a critical
i ssue for Lassen County.

Supervisor Pyle states he is | ooking forward to working wth
Congressman Doolittle.

UNAGENDI ZED BOARD REPORTS

1. Supervi sor Dahle coments there was a desire to have the

W derness Coalition cone back for further discussions on the

W | der ness Act.

2. Supervi sor Hanson announces the new hospital is schedul ed for
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dedi cation on April 4th.

3. Supervi sor Pyl e announces he attended a neeting relating to the
FERC licensing of PGE facilities at Ham|lton Branch and M. Meadows
Reservoir. He states the M. Meadows Conservancy presented a letter
al I egi ng m smanagenent of grazing on PG&E property. Supervisor Pyle
provi ded i nformati on from Farm Advi sor David Lile and anot her expert
stating the grazing is being managed correctly. He also states that
PGE is not interested in building a new boat | aunch area. They have
plans for a picnic area on the northeast side of the reservoir which
woul d not serve the residents of Westwood as well as the current

area. He asks CAO Wi teman

to get an updated Westwood Area Plan to PGEE.

4. Supervisor Pyle reports on a neeting he attended on the Wstwood
Visitor's Center. It is unknown if a grant for the facility wll be
received. He states a new contract is being put together for the
West wood Community Center. A Westwood Visitor's Center organizati onal
nmeeting will be held on February 21st.

5. Supervi sor Dahle states that |ivestock grazing on private |and
has nothing to do with FERC |Iicensi ng and he does not understand why
it is even being discussed.

6. Supervi sor Pyle discusses the need for fencing al ong H ghway 44
and requests this nmatter be placed on the next agenda. (Supervisor
Pyl e absent 9:55 - 9:59 a.m)

7. Supervi sor Chapman reports on the State Recreation Trai
Comm ttee neeting he attended | ast week.
8. Supervi sor Chapnman di scusses coments nade by State D rector of

Fi nance Steve Peace - that VLF fees are |ike crack cocaine to counties
and they need to get off it; that he does not expect a budget to be
passed and no suggestions as to how to operate w thout a budget; plans
for structural reform by going back to pre-Prop 13 property taxes with
hi gher taxes for commercial/industrial than residential. He states

t hat actions being taken in Sacranento are designed to get everyone
mad in an attenpt to create a large turnout for the Presidenti al

Primary which will be a runoff for the Denocratic Nom nee.

9. Supervi sor Hanson notes the State will al so be closing about half
of the fire | ookouts and that will nean a couple of critical | ookouts
in Northern California will be closed.

| N- HOVE SUPPORTI VE SERVI CES ADVI SORY BQARD

It is noved by Supervisor Dahle, seconded by Supervisor Hanson and
carried to accept the letter fromJohn Baltar resigning fromthe In-
Home Supportive Services Advisory Board, and direct the Cerk to
advertise the vacancy.

CONSENT CALENDAR

It is noved by Supervisor Dahle, seconded by Supervisor Pyle and
carried to take the noted action on the foll ow ng Consent Cal endar
i tens:

COUNTY CLERK | TEM
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Approve m nutes of January 14, 2003 and January 21, 2003.

COUNTY CLERK/ COUNTY COUNSEL | TEM
Adopt Resol ution No. 03-005, anmending the County of Lassen Conflict of
| nt erest Code.

AGRI CULTURE COWM SSI ONER | TEM
Approve the Revi sed Noxious Wed Policy for the Departnent of
Agricul ture.

BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS | TEM
Adopt Proclamati on honoring Police Chief JimWges on his retirenent
fromthe Gty of Susanville.

HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES DEPARTMENT | TEMS

Approve awarding mni grants from Child Abuse Prevention and

| ntervention Funds (AB2994) to Canp Fire USA in the amount of $4, 000;
to Lassen Fanmily Services in the anount of $4,000; and to Wstwood
Fam |y Resource Center in the anount of $4,000 for a period of one
year to continue prograns designed to teach prevention/intervention
skills to youth.

OFFI CE OF EMERGENCY SERVI CES | TEM
Ratify continuation of Declaration of State of Disaster / Drought
Emergency in Lassen County for 2002.

PUBLI C WORKS DEPARTMENT - ROAD DEPARTMENT DI VI SI ON | TEM

Approve contract change order CCO #2 with Bal dwi n Contracti ng Conpany
for the Johnstonville and Center Roads Rehabilitation Project in the

amount of $14, 668. 05; and authorize the Director of Transportation to
sign the contract change order.

M SCELLANEQUS CORRESPONDENCE | TEMS

Receive and file the foll ow ng correspondence:
a. Al cohol and Drug Advi sory Board neeting agenda for January
30, 2003, and m nutes of Novenber 19, 2002.

b. Techni cal Advisory Commttee neeting agenda for February 4, 2003.

ASSESSOR

It is noved by Supervisor Dahle, seconded by Supervisor Pyle and
carried to introduce, by title only, Odinance No. 553, exenpting |ow
val ue escape assessnents.

TREASURER / TAX COLLECTOR

It is noved by Supervisor Dahle, seconded by Supervisor Hanson and
carried to adopt Resolution No. 03-006, approving sale of tax
defaul ted property at public and seal ed bid auctions held on the

i nternet.

It is noved by Supervisor Dahle, seconded by Supervisor Pyle and
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carried to approve agreenent with Bi d4Assets, Inc., Silver Spring
Maryl and to advertise and hold a public auction of tax defaulted
properties on the internet at a rate of $65 per parcel; and authorize
the Treasurer/ Tax Collector to execute the agreenent.

PUBLI C HEARI NG - SPECI AL DEER HUNT

The public hearing is opened at 10:21 a.m to receive comments on the
Proposed 2003-2004 deer hunt. The hunt is identified and | ocated as
follows: J-19 Zone X-7a Junior Either-Sex Deer Hunt.

Rob H Il notes the hunting success rate is very high in that area and
he is a strong proponent of hunting opportunities for youth. No one
speaks in opposition to the proposed hunt and the hearing is cl osed at
10: 26 a. m

Supervi sor Dahle feels the Board should take no action, which wll
allow the hunt to proceed. He expresses his disappointnment with the
Fish and Gane for the conplete lack of information relating to biol ogy
and herd nunbers.

PUBLI C HEARI NG - REZONE #2002- 123, ROBERT HESSELTI NE

The public hearing is opened at 10:30 a.m on Rezone #2002-123,
proposal by Robert Hesseltine to rezone 945 acres of lands from U C 2
(Upl and Conservati on/ Resource Managenent District) to UUC2-A-P

(Upl and Conservati on/ Resource Managenent District, Agricultural
Preserve) in association with a WIllianson Act Contract approved by

t he Board of Supervisors on Novenber 26, 2002. The subject |ands are
| ocat ed adj acent to Red Rock Road (CR 512), approxinmately 12 mles
east of Madeli ne.

Communi ty Devel opnent Director Robert Sorvaag presents the staff
report with a Planning Conm ssion reconmendati on for approval.

Supervi sor Dahle notes that Al pine and Mbdoc Counties are placing
| anguage in their WIlliamson Act Contracts to end the contract if
State funding is not forthcom ng. Chairman Chapman asks County
Counsel to check into this suggestion for future discussions and
direction to staff.

No one speaks in favor of or in opposition to the rezoning and the
hearing is closed at 10:37 a.m

It is noved by Supervisor Pyle, seconded by Supervi sor Hanson and
carried to introduce and adopt, by title only, Odinance No. 467A- 329,
i npl ementi ng the rezone.

PUBLI C HEARI NG - REZONE #2002-79, DEN S ROUSE

The public hearing is opened at 10:38 a.m on Rezone #2002-79,
proposal by Denis Rouse to rezone 160 acres of |lands fromA-1 (CGeneral
Agriculture) to E-A-A-P (Exclusive Agriculture, Agricultura
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Preserve) in association wwth a Farm and Security Zone Contract
approved by the Board of Supervisors on Novenber 26, 2002. The site
is |ocated adjacent to Susanville Road (CR 422), approximtely 2 mles
nort heast of Bieber.

Communi ty Devel opnent Director Robert Sorvaag presents the staff
report with a Planning Comm ssion recommendati on for approval.

No one speaks in favor of or in opposition to the rezoning and the
hearing is closed at 10:40 a.m

It is noved by Supervisor Dahle, seconded by Supervisor Hanson and
carried to introduce and adopt, by title only, Odinance No. 467A- 330,
i npl enenting the rezone.

PUBLI C HEARI NG - REZONE #2002-57, ALTURAS RANCHES

The public hearing is opened at 10:41 a.m on Rezone #2002-57,

proposal by Alturas Ranches to rezone 781.15 acres of lands from U C-2
(Upl and Conservati on/ Resource Managenent District) to UUC2-A-P

(Upl and Conservati on/ Resource Managenent Agricultural Preserve
District) in association with a WIllianson Act Contract approved by

t he Board of Supervisors on Novenber 26, 2002. The site is |ocated
west of U S. Hi ghway 395, approximately 5 mles north of Terno.

Communi ty Devel opnent Director Robert Sorvaag presents the staff
report with a Planning Comm ssion recomendation for approval.

No one speaks in favor of or in opposition to the rezoning and the
hearing is closed at 10:42 a.m

It is noved by Supervisor Hanson, seconded by Supervisor Pyle and
carried to introduce and adopt, by title only, Odinance No. 467A- 331,
i npl enenting the rezone.

COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT - PLANNI NG DI VI SI ON

It is noved by Supervisor Dahle, seconded by Supervisor Pyle and
carried to award contract for professional services in anount of
$20,000 to W M Beaty & Associates, Inc. to conplete the Lassen
County Fire Plan; and authorize the County Adm nistrative O ficer, or
hi s desi gnee, to execute the contract docunment and any subsequent
anendnent s.

PUBLI C HEARI NG - COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT

The public hearing is opened at 10:45 a.m to solicit conments
regardi ng submttal of a grant application for up to $500, 000 to be
funded by the State Departnent of Housing and Conmunity Devel opnent
(HCD) through the Community Devel opnent Bl ock Grant Program Ceneral
and Native American Allocation, to be used for a wastewater treatnent
system for the Spal ding Community.
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Communi ty Devel opnent Director Robert Sorvaag presents the staff
report. Staff nmenbers answer questions fromthe board nmenbers. It is
noted an additional grant will be applied for next year to conplete

t he project.

Charles Ray and Merle Lay speak in favor of the grant application. No
one speaks in opposition to the grant application and the hearing is
cl osed at 11:01 a.m

It is noved by Supervisor Pyle, seconded by Supervisor Dahl e and
carried to adopt Resolution No. 03-007, nmaking an application and
aut hori zing the execution of a grant agreenment and any anendnent
t her et o.

Recess 11: 02 - 11:12 a.m

PUBLI C WORKS DEPARTMENT

Jim N chol s and Engi neer Joe Mactutis representing N chols Consulting
Engi neers, Chtd. are present to provide a review of the County's new
Pavenent Managenent System M. Mactutis provides information on the
condi tion of paved roads in Lassen County show ng that 50% of the
roads are in good condition, 26% - fair, 16%- poor and 9% - very
poor. The new Pavenent Managenent Systemw || assist with: planning
and progranm ng, projecting future roadway conditions and nmaki ng cost
ef fective decisions, addressing citizens concerns and neeting state
and federal requirenents for a managenent systemin order to receive
future funding. He presents three budget scenarios: #1 - Bring the
Pavenent Condition Index (PCl) to 82 fromthe current PCl 68 in 5
years ($19.8 mllion/5 years); #2 - maintain current PCl ($10
mllion/5 years); #3 - existing maintenance funding ($7.6 mllion/5
years). He reviews the cost effectiveness of the different

scenari os. He presents recomended actions relating to | ooking for
fundi ng opportunities, continued funding of roadway mai ntenance and
rehabilitation at current |evel as a mninmum providing annual field
reviews of roadway conditions, maintaining sufficient staffing |evels
and utilizing Pavenent Managenent Systemto identify deficiencies and
set funding priorities.

Chai rman Chapnman would |i ke a presentation nade to the Transportation
Commi ssion so City representatives can see it. He feels this would be
a good resource to help LCTC allocate funds where they are needed.
Public Wrks Director Larry MIllar will follow through with this
suggesti on.

COUNTY ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CE

Budget updat e:
CAO Whi teman states that Supervisor Chapman covered the budget
subject very well and the only thing he can add is the issue of
VLF funding is being nonitored.
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| NFORMATI ON FOR THE BOARD

1. CAO Whi teman di scusses an enmail received from Frank Stewart
relating to a legislative proposal that would extend the Q.G Proj ect
by five years. Supervisor Chapman asks the CAO to nmake arrangenents
for Frank Stewart to nake a presentation to the Board on the QG
Proj ect.

2. Supervi sor Chapnman inforns the board nenbers that he net with the
Grand Jury | ast week and during discussions the subject of job
descriptions cane up. He was under the inpression that all positions
in the County had descriptions but has found that sonme do not. He
wants the Personnel Departnent to identify all positions that do not
have descriptions and to nake it a higher priority to conplete them

3. CAO Whi teman descri bes the Enpl oyee of the Year Award and states
that nom nations for this award will be accepted from board nenbers,
staff, departnent heads and the public. The Recognition Conmttee

will review the nom nati ons and nake a deci sion. Presentation wll be
made in May.
4. Supervi sor Chapnan inforns the board nmenbers that he wll be

di squalifying hinself fromthe study session this afternoon as he has
done sone business with the Susanville Indian Rancheria in the past
year.

Recess 11:51 a.m - 1:30 p.m Supervisor Chapnman is absent.

STUDY SESSI ON

Persons in attendance fromthe Susanville Indian Rancheria introduce
t hensel ves: Tribal President Leo Guitierez, Secretary/Treasurer
Caroline Shelley, Tribal Board Menber Joe Sanchez, O fice Manager Jim
Mackey and Environnental Manager Ti m Keesey.

Communi ty Devel opnent Director Robert Sorvaag infornms the board
menbers that a Notice of (non-gamng related) Land Acquisition
Application (875 acres) was received fromthe Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) relating to proposed placenent of |ands purchased by the
Susanville Indian Rancheria "in trust". Coments are invited on the
proposed acquisition in order for the Secretary of the Interior to
assess the inpact of the renoval of the subject property fromthe tax
rolls and the inpact to the county. He reads a letter describing the
proposal and setting forth planning, housing and | and use i npacts.

Caroline Shelley states in order for the Tribe to build houses on the
property they must have the land "in trust”.

Ji m Mackey states that in regard to | aw enforcenent, the Tribe does
not receive any funding, therefore governnent agencies (city/county)
woul d be responsible. He also states that Paynent In-lieu of Taxes
(PILT) funding cones to the | ocal governnent fromthe federal
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government. Assessor Kenneth Bunch indicates that PILT funding is
based on | eases of federal |and and the Tri be woul d not be | easing any
| and. M. Mackey goes on to tal k about nobney that goes into the

econony fromthe casino and devel opnent of housing. In response to a
guestion, he states the manner in which construction of water and
sewer systeminfrastructure wll occur has not been determ ned. He

notes they are also acquiring 3.2 acres at Canpbell Road and
Weat herl ow Street and plan to build 9 - 11 hones. Construction of
homes on the 875 acres is not expected to occur for about ten years.

Susanville Cty Manager Newell Sorenson agrees with the County's

anal ysis of |land use issues. |In regard to property tax |oss he states
that loss will not be recovered. |In terns of services provided by the
City, he states they would have stringent requirenents in order to
protect the water and natural gas systens. He states transportation

i s anot her big concern - taxpayers have put a | ot of noney in Nuna
Road, Spring R dge Road and Skyline Road and there would be a need for
a deeded access to maintain these as public rights-of-way.

Ji m Mackey reviews the process for placing lands "in trust". He
states public access cannot be restricted on roads built with Bl A
funding. He also notes that for honmeowners living on Upper Paiute
Lane a perpetual easenent has been provided. He also discusses other
easenents that have been provided to the Gty and for utility

pur poses.

Sheriff Freitas states if the land is placed "in trust" the
sovereignty issue becones paranmount. He has no concerns with the
current Tribal Council but states if a future council nmade changes to
the use of the property (i.e. nore than the 52 proposed hones or

busi ness use) it could have a big inpact on | aw enforcenent.

Ti m Keesey briefly discusses the ability of the Tribe to receive
funding for the devel opnent of water/sewer infrastructure.

Communi ty Devel opnent Director Robert Sorvaag di scusses the County's
Housi ng El enent and how it could be inpacted. He states this area has
been considered for |ong-term housing devel opnment to accomopdat e 3000
hones.

Supervi sor Dahle asks if the Tribe has ever considered a tax sharing
agreenent to help with the |oss of tax revenues and for the provision
of services.

Tribal Council Menber Allen Lowy states they are not against such an
agreenment. County Counsel John Ketel sen asks M. Lowy if he is aware
i f any such agreenents have addressed |limtations on the provision of

| aw enforcenent. M. Lowy responds that he is not and goes on to
state that he is also not aware of any problens with | aw enf orcenent
on the current reservation |ands. He explains how the Tribe plans to
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i nprove the properties natural resources and also to provide housing
for the expanding Tribes. He states having the property "in trust”
wi |l provide nore opportunity for help fromthe federal governnent.

Assessor Bunch states in regard to taxes, that is a noving target as
the taxes paid by the previous owner were sonewhat over $3, 000, but
with the recent purchase the taxes will increase to $11,350 and if
hones are built the estinate for taxes would be $600-$1000 per hone
per year to the County. He notes in Lassen County the majority of
people work in facilities that are governnent owned and do not
generate any property taxes. This is much different than nost
counties that have industries which provide big tax revenues.

Supervi sor Dahle would |like for County Counsel to investigate how
ot her counties have addressed these sane issues (i.e. Colusa, E
Dor ado, Tuol umme, Nevada & San Di ego).

County Counsel John Ketel sen states that from what he knows of the
process, the ability to make comments i s nuch broader at this tine
than during the NEPA comment process. Since the coment period ends
on February 9th, he suggests a request for extension be submtted and
feels if the Susanville Indian Rancheria supported the extension it
woul d be grant ed.

M. Lowy states there are only three Tribal Council Menbers present,
and they have no problemw th an extension to the coment period. He
goes on to state the Tribe has no place to go for expansion and al so

notes they did not ask for land to be given to them - they purchased

it.

Supervi sor Dahl e does not see why the Chairnman couldn't be given
aut horization to sign a cooment letter prepared by staff in the event
an extension was not granted.

Communi ty Devel opnent Director Robert Sorvaag offers to contact the
Bl A and ask for an extension and if denied then a response wll be
prepared, with input fromthe Assessor and Sheriff, for the Chairman's
Si gnat ur e.

Leo Guitierez hopes the County will make a good decision for the
Rancheria and goes on to state they do not want anything fromthe Cty
as every attenpt to work with the Gty has been negati ve.

There being no further business, the neeting is adjourned at 3:04 p. m

CHAl RVAN OF THE BQARD OF
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SUPERVI SORS

ATTEST:

THERESA NAGEL, CLERK OF THE BQOARD
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