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BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS
MARCH 9, 2004

The Lassen County Board of Supervisors convenes in Regular
Sessi on on Tuesday, March 9, 2004, at 9:32 a.m Present:
Supervi sors Robert Pyle, Jim Chapman, LI oyd Keefer, Brian Dahl e,
and Jack Hanson; County Counsel John Ketel sen, County

Adm nistrative Oficer (CAO Andy Witeman and County C erk
Theresa Nagel. Following the flag salute, the invocation is

of fered by Supervisor Chapman.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF | TEMS DI SCUSSED | N CLOSED SESSI ON
Chai r man Hanson announces that no cl osed sessi on was hel d.

AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDI TI ONS AND/ OR DELETI ONS
It is noved by Supervisor Keefer, seconded by Supervisor Dahle
and carried to approve the agenda as post ed.

PUBLI C COMVENT
Chai rman Hanson asks for public comment and no comments are
recei ved.

PUBLI C EMPLOYEE DI SCI PLI NE/ DI SM SSAL/ RELEASE ( Gov. Code,
§54954. 5)

Fair Manager C aud Neely thought he had been given specific
directions at the last neeting and was surprised when he
received a letter |ast week informng himthat the discipline/
di sm ssal /rel ease item woul d be on this agenda.

Supervi sor Keefer states he has received |lots of contacts from
constituents and asks specific questions of M. Neely.

Supervi sor Pyle states that Caud |acks the willingness to work
cooperatively with the Fair Advisory Board and others. He asks
County Counsel to review the events that have occurred over the
| ast week relating to placenent of this itemon the agenda and
Counsel does so.

Fair Advisory Board (FAB) Chairnman Jeff Henphill states the FAB
I s dysfunctional because they are not treated with any respect
or integrity. He gives exanples of incidents relating to the
Fair prem um book and the placenent of the new restroons.

FAB Menber Jim Jeskey comments on the success of the last few
fairs. Notes there has been comuni cati on probl ens but thinks
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t hey have nostly been resol ved due to the discussions O aud has
initiated with individual FAB nenbers.

Chuck MacKay has had no problens working with Claud in relation

to car races at the fairgrounds. Notes that racing has put lots
of noney and tine into the fairgrounds and thanks M. Neely for

getting racing back and says it is the best it has been.

St andi sh 4-H Leader Susan Harwel| states she has worked with
four fair managers and M. Neely is the best - he is a true
wor ki ng manager. She comments on the good condition of the
grounds and barns.

Bar bara Howe has been involved with the fair since 1942 and
states the best manager in that tine was Abe Jensen, but M.
Neely is second best. She reviews the livestock activities and
feels the sales commttee is causing the trouble, but also feels
it will be fixed.

Concessi onai re Ben Linschoten (GL&L Snokehouse) has been at the
fair for 20 years and feels M. Neely is the best manager wth
t he exception of M. Jensen.

FAB nmenber Carol Montgonery feels the FAB has had sone probl ens
and Claud tried to initiate discussions with each of the
menbers. She observed sone individuals on the FAB that wanted
to inprove things and sone that were not interested in nmending
fences. She feels M. Neely recogni zed there was a probl em and
tried to work to fix things. She feels it would be hel pful for
the FAB to receive sone direction fromthe Board of Supervisors
(BOS) on rules and responsibilities. She feels when sonet hing
occurs it should be addressed at that tine, not put on a list to
hit Claud with all at once.

Anna Marie Harnden, an active 4-H nenber, states that M. Neely
s good to 4-H and FFA.

Tom Neely reads a statenent supporting his father - when the
fair was in a nmess it was Claud that rose to the occasi on and
with the help of BOS saved the fair. A new nanager was hired
and again the fair got in a nmess and again C aud stepped up. He
coments on the inprovenents to the fairgrounds that C aud has
acconplished follow ng 30 years of poor nmaintenance - fair is in
better financial shape than when O aud took over - has put on
good fairs and has asked for community input - upgraded old

wi ring and made nmany inprovenents to buil dings and grounds.

Cl aud has brought big nane entertainnent to the fair. States
Claud is dedicated to the fair and even spends his vacation tine
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doing work there. States C aud has been there in tinme of need
and you can count on his honest and frank opi nions. He thinks
the BOS owes himtwo nore years as fair nanager.

Darin Neely echoes his brother's comments.

Al Martin states over the 50 years he has been involved wth the
fair there has never been a nore dedicated fair nmanager than

Cl aud Neely. States he knows working with boards is the hardest
thing in the world - too many nenbers have their own agendas and
do not care about all areas of the fair. He cannot say that
Claud is the best nanager ever, but he is the second best (note
- Al Martin was also a fair nmanager).

M chel e Zubill aga reads a statenent and states she feels the
fair prem um book issue was a | ane excuse - there are sone other
under | ying reasons for the FAB nenber conpl aints.

Jack Haslem agrees with other comments and al so notes a big

| nprovenent M. Neely has made is the grandstand el evator for

di sabl ed persons. He notes that fairs all over the country are
trying different things to nake a go of it. States the
fairgrounds have really inproved under C aud Neely and no one
wor ked better with the youth. He encourages keeping a good
thing going and states "don't change horses in md-streant.

Agriculture Conm ssioner Ken Smth states the fairgrounds are in
fantastic shape. Notes that C aud cones into work early and
stays extra late - feels CQaud is doing a fantastic job.

Renell e English states in reference to the |ocation of the new
restroons that was determ ned by the California Construction
Aut hority, not the fair nanager.

Supervi sor Chapman felt the previous action of the BOS was to
wait until after the fair to continue the fair manager
performance review. Notes that at times M. Neely has been
difficult to deal with but he has seen Claud's relationship wth
the Gty Rodeo Commttee i nprove. Feels we nust focus on what
Is good for the fair and community and states the fair manager
and FAB need to resolve their differences.

Supervi sor Dahle states there are two sides to every story and
notes both the fair manager's and BOS's shortcom ngs were

di scussed in closed session. He would |Iike to have anot her

cl osed session to further discuss the issues and not take any
action today. He feels the differences can be worked out.
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Supervi sor Keefer received |lots of phone calls, both from
supporters and persons that have problens wwth M. Neely. He
has concerns because the sane issues keep com ng back every
year. States maybe it is a good idea to not take any action
t oday.

Supervi sor Pyle agrees with the statenents nmade by Supervisors
Dahl e and Keefer and if M. Neely will agree to sit down with
the BOS and County Counsel he will not pursue action today.
States the BOS responsibility is to the entire community, not
just those persons appearing today. He wants what is best for
the entire county.

Supervi sor Keefer sees a real need for the BOS to have an open
session to define the roles and responsibilities of the FAB and
fair manager - the sooner the better.

Supervi sor Dahle feels the FAB is the eyes and ears of the
comunity for the BOS and if there is a communi cation problem
bet ween any of these entities it will not be successful.

Supervi sor Chapman renews his request for a one-on-one neeting
with the FAB. He states that he has also received | ots of phone
calls fromboth sides of the issue and feels the BOS need to
clearly resolve the responsibilities of the FAB - the sooner the
better.

Supervi sor Pyle states that C aud Neely has done a lot for the
fair and he won't take that away fromhim but feels Caud | acks
the wllingness to communicate effectively wwth the BOS, the FAB
and others. He tells M. Neely that it can't just be "ny way or
t he hi ghway".

Supervi sor Hanson feels it is best to keep M. Neely where he is
for the best interest of nmaking this year's fair successful.

Renell e English states listening to these di scussions nakes her
the nost optim stic she has been since 1996 - she is inpressed
with the BOS statenents on noving forward.

Chai rman Hanson asks M. Neely if he is willing to sit wth

hi nsel f, the CAO and County Counsel for discussions and to set a
meeting with the FAB after new nenbers are seated. M. Neely is
agr eeabl e.

Recess 10:32 - 10:39 a.m

UNAGENDI ZED BOARD REPORTS
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1. Supervi sor Chapman expresses appreciation to the board
menbers for the support he received during his re-election - it
rejuvenated himto find that people are paying attention to what
t he Board does; requests the neeting be adjourned in nenDry of
Rut h St out ; notes that el ection day was County C erk Nagel'

bi rt hday and states she and her staff did an excel |l ent job -
Lassen was the first county to report vote results to the State
on election night - they should be commended for an excell ent

j ob; notes that |saac Roop Day is Friday, March 12th; presents
itens for the next agenda - letter relating to the Junior

Fi shing Derby, proclamation honoring Harold Abbott-50 Year
Attorney Anniversary, CSAC Excess I nsurance Authority vacancy,
|etter relating to Indian Gam ng Local Benefit Comm tt ee;

di scusses the conm ttee appointed by the Governor to investigate
State Prison operations; distributes an article relating to
mental health service problens in other counties; and discusses
t he organi zati on of a H ghway 36 safety task force.

2. Supervi sor Pyle discusses the financial problens Wstwood
Fire District is experiencing in relation to the increased costs
for the CDF Amador Plan and nore training regulations.

Di scussion is held anong board nenbers on the problens all fire
districts are experiencing. Chairmn Hanson asks Supervi sor
Keefer to work with the CAO to schedule a study session on this
| Ssue.

3. Supervi sor Keefer reports the neeting wwth the State Water
Departnent (re: Lower Baxter Creek) had to be reschedul ed for
today at 5:00 p.m; and notes he cannot attend the CSAC neeting
next week.

4. Supervi sor Dahle reports on his trip to Washington, D.C
and the various issues that were addressed.

5. Supervi sor Dahl e desi gnates $500 of his discretionary funds
to the Ladies Pioneer C ub of Nubieber. He also shows pictures
of a fallen down building adjacent to the Cub and states he
want s aggressi ve clean-up of such facilities because they are a
hazard (nails pointing upward).

6. Supervi sor Hanson congratul ates Supervi sors Pyle, Chapnan
and Dahle on their re-elections; notes the Hallelujah Junction
Fire District is noving forward; states they are trying hard to
retain the rail line fromFlanigan to Wendel to Susanvill e;
provi des update on the activities relating to stray cattle in

t he Wendel and Herl ong areas; suggests that sole source
contracting with Prison Industries be |ooked into by the
Governor's Task Force on State Prisons.

ALCOHOL AND DRUG ADVI SORY BOARD

It is noved by Supervisor Chapman, seconded by Supervisor Pyle
and carried to appoint Janmes D. Hall and Mary Murphy to fill
vacanci es on the Al cohol and Drug Advi sory Board.
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LASSEN COUNTY FAI R BOARD
The Board of Supervisors recess and convene as the Lassen County
Fai r Boar d.

It is noved by Supervisor Pyle, seconded by Supervisor Dahle and
carried to accept the letter fromVicki Pyle resigning fromthe
Lassen County Fair Advisory Board, and direct Cerk to advertise
vacancy.

The Lassen County Fair Board adjourns and the Board of
Super vi sors reconvene.

MENTAL HEALTH ADVI SOCRY BOARD

It is noved by Supervisor Keefer, seconded by Supervisor Dahle
and carried to accept the letter from Kevin Mannel |l submtting
Cathy Hilt's resignation fromthe Mental Health Advisory Board,
and direct Cerk to adverti se vacancy.

PSA 2 - AREA AGENCY ON AQ NG

It is noved by Supervisor Chapnman, seconded by Supervisor Dahle
and carried to receive the notice of vacancy on the Lassen
County Advisory Council due to the passing of George OGakl ey, and
direct the County Clerk to advertise the vacancy.

CONSENT CALENDAR

It is noved by Supervisor Dahle, seconded by Supervisor Keefer
and carried to take the noted action on the foll owm ng Consent
Cal endar itens:

COUNTY CLERK | TEM
Approve m nutes of February 10, 2004, February 17, 2004 and
February 24, 2004.

COUNTY CLERK - ELECTIONS DI VISION | TEM

Receive and file Certification of March 2, 2004 Consol i dated
Presidential Primary El ection; and pursuant to El ection Code
Section 15400 declare all persons that were elected and the
results of each neasure voted on.

BEHAVI ORAL AND PUBLI C HEALTH SERVI CES - ENVI RONVENTAL HEALTH

| TEM

Approve the Declaration of Intent Not to Apply for FY 2003/2004
Enmer gency Medi cal Services Appropriation (EMSA); and authorize
Chairman to sign the declaration.

COMMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT - PLANNI NG DI VI SI ON | TEM
Enter into Menorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Lassen
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County and the Bureau of Land Managenent for cooperating agency
status during National Environnental Policy Act (NEPA) Deci sion
Maki ng and Land Use Pl anning related to devel opnent of the

Nort heast California Resource Managenent Pl ans and associ at ed
Environnmental | npact Study (EIS); and designhate the Community
Devel opnent Director or his designee as the principal county
cont act.

M SCELLANEQUS CORRESPONDENCE | TEMS
Receive and file the foll ow ng correspondence:

a. Honey Lake Vall ey Pest Abatenent District Formation
Comm ttee neeting for March 8, 2004, and m nutes of February
11, 2004.

b. Lassen County Technical Advisory Commttee neeting

agenda for March 2, 2004.
C. Mount ai n Counties H V Advisory Council (MCHAC) neeting
agenda for March 18, 2004.

d. Lassen County Pl anni ng Conm ssion revised neeting
agenda for March 3, 2004.
e. Lassen Transit Service Agency neeting agenda for March 8,
2004.
f. Lassen County Transportation Conm ssion neeting agenda for

March 8, 2004.

ADM NI STRATI VE SERVI CES - WAGE NEGOTI ATI ONS

CAO Wi teman presents a request from appoi nted departnent heads
to discuss the Wage and Benefit Agreenent with the County of
Lassen. He requests direction fromthe board nenbers and notes
there is a conflict for himto negotiate since he receives the
sane benefits as appointed departnent heads. D scussion is held
with the consensus it is all right for the CAOto be the
negot i at or .

COUNTY COUNSEL

County Counsel John Ketel sen presents information relating to
State Responsibility Area Fire Protection Fees (SB 1049)
litigation by California Farm Bureau Federation and certain

| andowners versus CDF, the State Treasurer and 56 counti es,
assessors and tax collectors (including Lassen and its assessor
and tax collector).

It is noved by Supervisor Dahle, seconded by Supervisor Keefer
and carried to authorize County Counsel to accept service and
coordinate with other counties in responding to the law suit,.

COUNTY ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CE

It is noved by Supervisor Keefer, seconded by Supervisor Pyle
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and carried, with Supervisor Dahle voting NO to authorize CAO
to enter into negotiations for the purchase of property (APN
#129- 140-41) for fair market val ue based on an i ndependent
apprai sal, subject to Board approval of the final purchase
agreenent; and to be paid fromPrison Mtigation Funds.

Supervi sor Dahle states his no vote is because he does not feel
the Prison Mtigation Funds should be used for the purchase.
Supervi sor Keefer states using Park Bond Funds creates a timng
| ssue.

| NFORMATI ON FOR THE BQARD

1. CAO Wi teman announces that Jack Bl ackwel|l cannot attend the
Quad County neeti ng.

2. Community Devel opnent Director Robert Sorvaag announces a
neeting of the Long Valley G oundwater Managenent District w ||
be held at 5:00 p.m followng the Quad County neeti ng.

3. CAO Whi t eman announces the County has received the Child
Support Conputer Systens billing for their share of the Federal
fine for non-conpliance.

4. CAO Wi teman announces the Gty and County have net tw ce
to discuss a Visitor's Bureau and are trying to get a neeting
set with the Chanber of Commerce. They are planning a website
to pronote the county better.

Supervi sor Chapnman states that nore is needed than a website to
pronote economc gromh. He sees the need for a position
sonething |i ke an Econom ¢ Orbudsnman financed by both the City
and County.

Communi ty Devel opnent Director Robert Sorvaag tal ks about how
his departnent works with the Chanber to hel p persons who
contact the Chanber in relation to business opportunities.

Supervi sor Keefer sees the need for nore than just internet
pronoti on.

Supervi sor Hanson would hate to take noney from current
progr ans.

Supervi sor Chapman states a position is needed, separate from

County staff - if we have a prospective business cone forth
there will be a helper to get themthrough the processes and
governnental regulations. It needs to be a facilitator. States

we need to create such a position if we don't have one or if one
exi sts, as suggested by M. Sorvaag, then we need to get the
word out. He suggests maybe a consultant or a funded position -
soneone to cut through the public agencies who will work with
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County, City and State staff.

Supervi sor Dahl e states what business people need is help on
what hoops they have to junp through to get a project approved.

Supervi sor Keefer states the need is for a separate person to
act as a facilitator/ marketing person. He suggests the
Coordi nati ng Council can be a good soundi ng board but a
facilitator is needed.

Assi stant Community Devel opnent Director Bertotti tells the
board nenbers that their departnent perforns functions to help
busi nesses get through the processes and help themw th other
agenci es.

CAO Whiteman states he will neet with the Chanber and City and
di scuss the suggestion of an Orbudsnman position and what it
woul d cost. He also states maybe the Indian Gam ng funds the
City will be receiving (approxi mately $26,000) could be used to
hel p fund a position.

CORRESPONDENCE

1. A thank you letter from Evel yn Mapes and famly to the
Board for acknow edgi ng Julian Mapes' contributions to the
County, is received and fil ed.

2. A Fourteen Day Notice of Proposal to Inplenment Devel oper
Fees from Johnstonville El enentary School D strict
Superintendent / Principal Dave U banac advising a public
hearing will be held 7:00 p.m March 16, 2004 at 704-795 Bangham
Lane, Susanville, to consider a resolution inplenenting school
facilities fees in accordance with Educati on Code Section 17620,
Is received and fil ed.

3. Aletter fromCalifornia Departnent of Health Services

i nform ng of the funding allocation Lassen County will receive
for FY 2003-2004 to carry out Child Health and Disability
Prevention (CHDP) programrequirenents mandated by Wl fare and
Institutions Code: CHDP State-only (State General Fund) $13, 465
and Medi-Cal Early and Periodic Screening, D agnosis, and

Treat nent (EPSDT) Funds (State General Fund) $22,209. Requests
subm ttal of new CHDP Adm ni strative Budget Summary, No County/
Cty Match by March 5, 2004, is received and fil ed.

4. Aletter from Rapid Cable, Rapid Comrmunications, LLC
announci ng 2004 rates and new offerings for the Wstwodod and
Clear Creek areas, is received and fil ed.

5. Announcenents from Departnent of Transportation R ght of
Way Field Ofice - acquisition of properties for highway

pur poses and request that the State's pro-rata share of general
and special county and/or city taxes be cancelled: Janes M
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Carroll and Sharon |I. Carroll, Trustees; Janes H Strong and
Betty J. Strong; Carl E. Anderson and Co.; WIIliam Thrasher and
Karen Thrasher; Edw n Hawki ns and Bonni e Hawki ns; Bruce Thomas
Arnol d; Dewey Eugene Pasquini; Mron Chester Hawkins, Charles
Davi d Hawki ns, Edwi n Al vin Hawki ns, Janet Marie Mays, and Karen
Sue Thrasher; Lassen County; Thomas L. Arnold, Jane Arnol d,
Carol yn Mensch and Richard J. Mensch; Peter Ross Gorman; Big
Val | ey Lunber, are received and fil ed.

6. Aletter fromthe State Controller's office to County Cerk
Theresa Nagel acknow edging recei pt of Lassen County invoice for
the Cctober 7, 2003 statew de special election, is received and
fil ed.

UNI ON PACI FI C RAIL LI NE

It is noved by Supervisor Dahle, seconded by Supervisor Py
carried to approve, and authorize the Chairman to sign, a
of support for Mdoc County's request to Congressman Dool i
office for $1.9 mllion Gant to Purchase Union Pacific Ra
Li ne.

— e — —

ADJOURNVENT | N MEMORY

There being no further business, the neeting is adjourned at
11:52 a.m in nenory of Ruth Stout, a |ongtine community nenber
who was very involved wth youth groups.

CHAl RVAN OF THE BQARD OF
SUPERVI SORS

ATTEST:

THERESA NAGEL, CLERK OF THE BQOARD
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