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                 SUMMARY MINUTES





  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS





  707 NEVADA STREET, SUSANVILLE







AUGUST 12, 2008
9:03 A.M. CALL TO ORDER
PRESENT:
Supervisors Hanson, Bob Pyle, Jim Chapman, Lloyd Keefer and Brian Dahle; County Counsel Craig Settlemire, County Administrative Officer (CAO) John Ketelsen, Personnel Director/Risk Manager Ron Vossler and Deputy Clerk of the Board Susan Osgood.  
ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION:   Employee performance evaluation: Child Support Services Director Beth Hyde.  
Closed Session convenes at 9:05 a.m. and is recessed at 9:10 a.m.  Supervisor Chapman arrives at 9:17 a.m.
9:30 A.M. OPENING CEREMONIES:  Following the flag salute, the invocation is offered by Chairman Hanson.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF ITEMS DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION:  Deputy Clerk of the Board Osgood (County Counsel Settlemire) reports:  Employee performance evaluation: Child Support Services Director Beth Hyde – The Board gave Ms. Hyde an evaluation of “Outstanding”.
AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS:  Chairman Hanson states that the Public Works Department removed Agenda Item G9 Baer Parcel Map and G11 Schroeder Parcel Map from the Consent Calendar.  Supervisor Keefer requests that Agenda Item G6 Public Works Quitclaim Deed be pulled for separate discussion.  Supervisor Chapman requests the meeting be adjourned in memory of Iris Davie, Alfred W. Fregulia and John M. Laxalt.  
ACTION:   Approve the agenda with the noted changes.
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:   Keefer
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
Resident David Schroeder requests that a decision be made today on Agenda Item G11 Schroeder Parcel Map.  Discussion is held.
ACTION:   Amend motion to leave G11 Schroeder on the agenda for discussion.  Item G9 Baer will be removed from the agenda; separate discussion will be held for Items G6 and G11.  Adjournment in memory will be as previously stated.
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:   Keefer
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
PUBLIC COMMENT

1)  Contractor Skip Jones:  Reports on new fire codes adopted September 2005 and put into effect January 1, 2008, by the State Fire Marshall.  States there are a number of conflicts between building codes, fire code and manufacturer requirements; cites examples.  Discussion is held.  County Counsel suggests Mr. Jones meet with Building Official Steve Fuller to identify local problems; County Counsel will research those matters and bring them back to the Board.

2)  Office of Emergency Services (OES) Chief Chip Jackson:  Distributed letter from the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services stating Shasta County was declared a primary disaster area due to freezing conditions that affected crops; Lassen County as a contiguous county is also available for the same benefits that are available.  This would open up Small Business Administration loans, low  

interest loans to small ranches and farms, similar to what was available with the recent drought declaration.  The Governor has declared a drought emergency throughout the entire state of California and a Presidential Declaration has been requested.  If a Presidential Declaration is received, it would be disaster relief through Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) similar to loans that are available during floods, earthquakes and fires, but different from the Small Business loans.  Is working with the local Agricultural Commissioner putting together crop totals that will be sent with a letter to the Director of Emergency Services at State OES requesting the USDA Agriculture Secretary declare a continuation of the drought.  Programs are again open with a filing deadline of March 24, 2009.    
3)  Traci Holt (Executive Director, Alliance for Workforce Development, Inc.) and Melody Brawley (Director of Community Social Services and LassenWORKS):  Report that Lassen Career Network has moved out of their Main Street offices and are temporarily located in the Child Support Services building.  It is hoped the new building will be completed September 26.  Ms. Brawley expresses appreciation to Beth Hyde and Child Support staff for giving up their space.  Ms. Holt reports they have been helping in Bieber in response to the Big Valley Mill closure and at Northeastern Rural Health Clinic where nineteen individuals lost their jobs.
4)  Resident David Schroeder:  Speaks regarding Agenda Item G11 Schroeder Parcel Map that was pulled off the agenda.  States that he and his wife have been trying to get a parcel map done for two years and presents details of the problems they have had; would appreciate the Board looking into the matter.   Chairman Hanson:  States the issue will be discussed later in the meeting.    

UNAGENDIZED BOARD REPORTS:  Supervisor Pyle:  Attended Susan River Fire Protection District information meeting; it was very well attended.  There were a lot of good questions and answers.  He will be supporting Measure B.  
Supervisor Dahle:  Reports that because mill and lumber prices have been low, the Big Valley Mill had to lay employees off and they are waiting for the market to change.  They are still running the co-generation plant.   
Supervisor Keefer:  1) Attended a recent Community Advisory Committee meeting.  2)  States the Lassen County Times had a good article regarding the Pups on Parole Program; it has been very successful with 41 dogs being adopted.  Feels this is a great public service.  3)  Had previously requested an item regarding Certificate of Compliance issues be put on an agenda; feels there needs to be more coordination between departments; CAO Ketelsen is making an effort to research the issue.  4)  Reports that today’s Lassen County Times editorial stated there was a lot of arguing and disagreement between the City and County, apparently regarding a recent annexation agreement.  He notes there will always be some disagreement when it comes to money but he does not see that there is a problem.  
Supervisor Chapman:  1) Attended a NoRTEC meeting in Redding; Lassen Community College President Dr. Douglas Houston was appointed to one of the area wide seats.  Received a report on the WIRED project.  Traci Holt gave an excellent report on what was happening with wind power and other potential generators and how programs would be coordinated with Lassen Community College for training.  2)  Was unable to attend the PSA II meeting last week but did receive a message from member Arlene Friend, Executive Director for Lassen Senior Services concerning issues with the state budget being held up which also means holding up this budget.  Notes the Board had an arrangement last year setting up an advance from the County to PSA II for that money which would then be reimbursed.  Will meet with CAO Ketelsen to work on this matter again.  3)  Distributes an email from Al Gugenberger from Northeastern Rural Health who has a mobile dental van.  Requests a letter of support from the County be sent to the State Department of Health; would like this item put on an agenda.  4)  Reports that Caltrans held a bike pedestrian workshop that ties into Item H3 on today’s agenda regarding existing trails.  County Staff was in attendance.  5) Reports that the Susanville City Council is having a special session August 13 to consider a Susanville Indian Rancheria request to acquire surplus Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land North of Lassen Community College; feels the County should be aware of this matter.  6)  Received Notice from the Administrative Office of the Courts announcing the site for the new courthouse facility will be on Riverside Drive across from the Lassen Federal Credit Union and the Social Security office.  The public comment period runs until September 3, 2009.  
Supervisor Hanson:  1) Reports that the Westwood Watershed Project has sued the Forest Service over a number of permitting issues, mostly to do with NEPA violations.  The Public Lands Council was present representing Public Lands Grazing interests from Washington, D.C.  Discussed how this would be approached in partnership with the Forest Service.  2)  Reports that Liz Woodyard of Fairbanks, Alaska is the new CEO at Banner Lassen; feels she will do an excellent job.  3) The Herlong Public Utility District (HPUD) recently received approval for funding from United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to start engineering work on the water project for Herlong community.  

LASSEN COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD - VACANCY

ACTION:  Appoint Carolyn Glenn as Member 2 on the Mental Health Advisory Board.
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:
Pyle
UNANIMOUS:   Yes
CONSENT CALENDAR

As previously noted Item G9 Baer has been removed from the agenda; Items G6 Public Works and G11 Schroeder Parcel Map are pulled for separate discussion.
ACTION:  Take the noted action on the following Consent Calendar items:
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
COUNTY CLERK ITEM -MINUTES

Approve Minutes of April 8, 2008, April 15, 2008 and April 22, 2008. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES ITEM - PERSONNEL REPORT

Receive and file Personnel Movement Report for June, 2008. 

HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES ITEM - MENTAL HEALTH DIVISION

Approve Amendment to State Agreement for Specialty Mental Health Services to Medi-Cal Beneficiaries for Fiscal Years 2006/2007, 2007/2008 and 2008/2009, #06-76028-000, and authorize the CAO to execute contract documents. 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ITEM
PARKS DIVISION

Direct staff to submit application for supplemental funding for the Homestead Connector Bridge and Trail from the 2002 Per Capita Grant Program. 

ROAD DIVISION

Adopt Resolution No. 08-037 Transferring the Financial Assurance for the Thousand Springs Pit to Casiano Land and Livestock Company. 
ROAD DIVISION

Adopt Resolution No. 08-038 approving the execution of Program Supplement Agreement No. E72 to Administering Agency-State Agreement for State Funded Projects No. 00160S, Roadway Rehabilitation Project (asphalt concrete overlay project in Doyle and Herlong areas); and authorize the Chairman to sign. 
SURVEYOR DIVISION - JOHN & KERI RICHARDS

Adopt Resolution No. 08-039 to approve Parcel Map Waiver No. 2008-015, John & Keri Richards. 

SURVEYOR DIVISION - THOR THORLAKSSON

Adopt Resolution No. 08-040 approving Parcel Map No. 2005-076, Thor Thorlaksson. 

MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS

Receive and file the following correspondence:

a.   Lassen County Mental Health Advisory Board meeting agenda for August 12, 2008.

b.   Big Valley Newsletter dated July, 2008.

c.   PSA 2 Area Agency on Aging Executive Board meeting agenda for August 4, 2008.

d.   Application for Alcoholic Beverage License:  Red Barn, Hwy 299E End Co. Rd. A2 1.5M E of Bieber, CA 96009. 

e.  Susanville City Council, Susanville Community Development Agency, Susanville Municipal Energy Corporation meeting agenda for August 6, 2008.

f.   Lassen County Planning Commission meeting agenda for August 6, 2008.

g.  Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) of Lassen County meeting agenda for August 11, 2008.

CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES – RESOLUTION
Office Manager Robin Jones-Dowdy thanks the Board for supporting Child Support Awareness Month;   

ACTION:  Adopt Resolution No. 08-036 proclaiming August 2008 as “Child Support Awareness Month” in Lassen County.
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Keefer
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
PUBLIC WORKS

Supervisor Keefer:  States the property to be deeded to Lassen Land and Trails Trust (LLTT) is a fairly large piece of property and he feels this item was too significant to be on the Consent Agenda.   States this appears to be the best thing to do with the property long term. (There is a deed restriction for habitat protection and management.) CAO Ketelsen states the property is adjacent to property LLTT already administers and it is consistent with their policies and the preservation of the migratory path.  

ACTION:  Authorize the Quitclaim deed transfer of Assessor’s Parcel Number APN: 116-280-16-11 to Lassen Land and Trails Trust.
MOVED BY:
Keefer



SECONDED BY:   Dahle
UNANIMOUS:   Yes
PUBLIC WORKS - SURVEYOR DIVISION - DAVID & CATHERINE SCHROEDER
The agenda item is a resolution to approve Parcel Map Phase Two No. 2006-066, David & Catherine Schroeder and was pulled from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.  Mary Loflin (Public Works Department) states the reason this item was pulled from the agenda is because there are several standard required conditions that had not been met including a road maintenance agreement and utilities provided to each parcel.  
Extensive discussion is held on what the requirements are that need to be addressed.  One issue is regarding a road maintenance agreement; the applicant is also responsible to provide utilities to each parcel created; some of the requirements are from the Subdivision Map Act.  

Discussion was held on items not being ready when they are put on the agenda.  Staff notes that items have be put on the agenda two weeks prior to the date it will be heard and sometimes things that need to be completed by other parties are not completed on time, or things that were promised or scheduled to be done, are not getting done in time and the item would need to be pulled.   Parcel maps sometimes have many parts that need to be juggled in order to be complete.  
Supervisor Chapman:  Feels this type of problem needs to be worked on; there is an obligation to the public to not have the process be frustrating.
Mr. Schroeder:  Reports that the items mentioned have been met or agreed to by the County; notes that there is a Will Serve letter for the utilities and was led to believe the Planning Commission would accept that.  Presents past history information.  States there seems to be a communication problem within departments; notes that a parcel map for three parcels has been in the planning process for over two years.  States he did have to change surveyors but to restart and get back to this point only to be held back by things he thought were approved; is not happy about that.  Will submit what is needed; will be willing to wait two more weeks but wants something to happen quickly.
Chairman Hanson:  Appreciates Mr. Schroeder’s patience; suggests the CAO review the system as a whole.  No action will be taken today but would like the matter brought back to the Board in two weeks.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

SUBJECT: Commitment of funds up to $46,500 from Housing Rehabilitation Program Income to Grant #04-STBG-1904 for project completion. 

The public hearing is opened at 10:43 a.m.   
Monica Cochran:  Notes that discussion was previously held regarding this program but due to a Housing policy change, a resolution is required to allow funds to be used for the requested purpose.

No one speaks in favor or in opposition to this item.  The public hearing is closed at 10:44 a.m.

ACTION:   Adopt Resolution No. 08-035 to commit funds up to $46,500 from Housing Rehabilitation Program Income to Grant 04-STBG-1904, Spalding Wastewater Treatment Facility Public Works Grant, for project completion.  
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:   Pyle
UNANIMOUS:   Yes
TITLE III REQUEST FOR FUNDING

Assistant to the CAO Julie Morgan:  Presents information on the Title III request for funding from the Lassen County Office of Education in the amount of $86,052, for the 2007/2008 Outdoor Education/Youth Camp Program .  Superintendent Jud Jensen thanks the Board for their support of the camp at Eagle Lake. 

ACTION:  Approve the request for Title III funds from the Lassen County Office of Education for the 2007/2008 Outdoor Education/Youth Camp Program and authorize public posting.
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:   Keefer
UNANIMOUS:   Yes

HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES - PUBLIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

SUBJECT: California Department of Public Health State Agreement for Local Public Health Services Program for Fiscal Years 2008/2009, 2009/2010. 

Deputy CAO for Health and Social Services Kevin Mannel:  Presents background information on the proposed contract regarding Environmental Health Services.  Notes there was a three year contract in 2005/2006 with ten other counties that contracted for Environmental and Public Health with the State; several issues emerged, primarily financial.  The State asked for additional administrative overhead and many counties felt that was not affordable.  In July 2008, nine of the eleven counties gave the State notice they would discontinue the consortium with Lassen and Mariposa Counties remaining.    The Public Health portion was discontinued and the Board approved job classifications and positions for Public Health Nurses.  
CAO Ketelsen:  States the strongest argument for this agreement is the seniority and experience of the staff; feels it is justified. 

Discussion is held on staff positions.  Mr. Mannel:  States he can bring further information back to the Board with potential options and information on funding streams.    

ACTION:  Approve the California Department of Public Health State Agreement for Local Public Health Services Program for Fiscal Years 2008/2009, 2009/2010, and authorize the CAO to execute the agreement documentation.  
MOVED BY:
Chapman 


SECONDED BY:   Keefer
UNANIMOUS:   Yes

HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES – FAMILY & CHILDREN PROTECTIVE SERVICES 
SUBJECT: Out of Home Placements and Safe Measures Outcomes. 

Deputy CAO for Health and Social Services Kevin Mannel:  Notes the Board of Supervisors took action toward the end of 2004 based on issues with Child Protective Services; changed the staffing pattern with the purpose of addressing quality service issues and Out of Home Placement (OHP).  The number of children in OHP was growing faster than the reimbursements.  At that time the Board transferred $850,000 to offset some additional expenses; staff is presenting an update today.  
Director of Family and Children Protective Services (FCPS) Terri O’Bryan:  Presents several graphs showing compliance to areas of the programs.  Federal guidelines for outcomes is 90% compliance for most measures; Lassen County’s goal is 100% compliance.  Notes reviews are done monthly on non-compliant cases and outcomes to evaluate how the public can be better served.  Have intensified efforts at the front end for first contact at CPS; mental health and alcohol and other drug assessments are offered as well as treatment prior to involvement in court cases; this is called Integrative Child Protective Services and has been in place for a year.  Several key changes have been made since 2004:  increased social work staff; have contracted for emergency shelter care which enables staff to place children in a shelter while family members or others are checked out allowing them to stay in County while homes get approved. The Board also reviewed and approved the System Improvement Plans from 2004 and 2006; another contract approved was for Skills Training for the Independent Living Program and case management began this year for youth transition out of foster care.  This year’s plans include Transitional Housing Plus (youth 16 to 18 years old) and Transitional Housing Placement Program (for those 18 to 24 years old).  Presents details and statistical information on programs.

(Supervisor Chapman absent 11:27 a.m. – 11:28 a.m.)

Chief Fiscal Officer Yvonne Smith:  Notes that the program changes approved by the Board in 2004/2005 have reduced Out of Home Placements.  Presents charts, spreadsheets and bar graphs showing assistance expenditures.  In July 2004 there were a total of 131 placements in one month, included probation, child welfare placements and guardianship.  At that time Child Welfare was almost 50% of the assistance foster care budget with probation at 46%.  Assistance was then analyzed every six months and in April 2008 there was a reduction of 37% in total assistance expenditures for foster care in the four year period and a reduction of 43 placements.    The County share has seen a reduction of 34% and is now at $78,000 compared to $119,000 four years ago.  Foster care has risen and Group Home placements are up to $6,000 a month.  They work closely with Probation whose goals are both the same, to keep placements in County.  

Discussion is held.  
County Counsel Settlemire:   Notes this department previously was not well staffed and they had difficulty providing adequate services.  They are doing better now all around and getting children back into homes faster.  Notes there is a ripple effect with other centers like Mental Health and Alcohol and Other Drugs as well as also affecting the schools; there is a community-wide impact.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT - PARKS DIVISION

SUBJECT: Susanville area trails discussion. 

Trail Coordinator Joel Rathje and Deputy Public Works Director for Facilities Peter Heimbigner: Present information on the existing trails in the Susanville area and examined the potential for a linked network of non-motorized multi-use trails.  Focus is on potential linkages for the future; trail systems in Susanville are a first class amenity to the community and have become an attraction for tourism such as with the Bizz Johnson Trail for running and multi use events.  

Supervisor Chapman:  Presents information on small section of property near the Casino that has been under discussion between the City and the County.  Main concern with the area is looking to develop gaps between trails; notes that pedestrian use has greatly increased in the area.  Is aware that Public Works has been pursuing grant opportunities.  Suggests Staff study how the piece of property in question can best be utilized for this particular area.   
Further discussion is held.  

Supervisor Pyle: Notes his concerns about the potential for vandalism when a trail is opened near private property.
Supervisor Chapman:  Requests Staff be directed to proceed with looking into the Skyline property and see what can be done.  
Supervisor Keefer:  States he would be in support of that as long as it doesn’t interfere with other park projects.  
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT - TRANSPORTATION

SUBJECT: Almanor Regional Transportation Assessment (ARTA) Resolution of Concurrence. 
Caltrans Representative Scott White:  Notes that Interim District Director Brenda Schimpf is in the audience.  States the ARTA study is linking transportation and land use decision making and trying to look at ways to accommodate those.  Presents information and provides power point presentation:  includes information on residential and commercial growth and projections to 2030; a chart of Roadway Level of Service (LOS) for Year 2030 and costs.  In summary, The Almanor Basin is anticipated to gain approximately 2,500 new residential units, 1.7 million square feet of commercial development and Phase-1 of the Dyer Mountain project by the year 2030.  At that time congestion will create the need for system improvements estimated to cost between $54 million to $126 million depending upon the roadway LOS selected for the Almanor Basin.  Presents further information on existing funding programs for capacity expansion in the study area; notes current and future needs exceed existing revenue. Presents detailed potential information on sources of new funding such as: taxes, benefit assessments (landscaping, lighting, streets, etc.), development impact fees (roads, sewer, water, fire, etc.), debt financing or bonds.  Is looking for adoption of the proposed resolution regarding the ARTA report which recognizes the completion of the report, the traffic and growth projections and allows the State to use the information for some of transportation corridor studies and would also allow Lassen County to use it for Regional Transportation Plan or General Plan.  It does not commit to anything in the financial plan.   

Supervisor Pyle:  Feels a lot of this will be workable in Almanor Basin but may not be workable in Lassen County.
Supervisor Chapman:  Notes that everyone respects the work that has been done.   However, the bulk of area lies in Plumas County; thinks Lassen County needs to wait to see what Plumas decides to do and would be likely to react to that.  Feels the Dyer project is a long term vision that is optimistic because of their bankruptcy.  
Mr. White:  One benefit of a traffic impact fee program as a means of revenue is that the fees are collected as development occurs; future development cannot be tapped for the impacts that are created today.  
(Supervisor Dahle is absent 12:24 p.m. – 12:28 p.m.)

Mr. White:  Also suggests the County try to look at ways to generate additional revenues to meet the needs.  It is clear that needs are going to exceed revenues; that is a decision that is up to local agencies.  
ACTION:  Adopt Resolution No. 08-041 concurring with the Almanor Regional Transportation Assessment (ARTA).
MOVED BY:
Pyle



SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE - CALIFORNIA AIR RESOURCES BOARD

ACTION:  Approve letter to California Air Resources Board regarding Climate Change Scoping Plan, June 2008 Discussion Draft, and authorize Chairman to sign.
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:   Keefer
UNANIMOUS:   Yes

INFORMATION FOR THE BOARD
CAO Ketelsen:  1) Notes the National Forest Counties and Schools Coalition would meet August 13 in Sacramento with various state and local leaders to address a variety of issues related to the consequences of large scale wildfires, the best proven practices and research on how to prevent them.  2)  Notes that AB 32 scoping draft plan was complete and circulating for comment.  Suggests using the resources of the Quincy Library Group and local bio fuel power plants to 

develop a position paper for comment on AB 32. 
TIME WARNER CABLE
Receive and file correspondence from Time Warner Cable dated July 15, 2008 advising that KHSL Channel 12, the CBS network out of Chico, has been restored to the system and notice dated August 1, 2008 stating that negotiations are being held with several programmers serving the communities of Susanville, Lassen County and Burney. 

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY 

There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 12:37 p.m. in memory of Iris Davie, Alfred W. Fregulia and John M. Laxalt.








______________________________  








Chairman of the Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

_______________________ 

Susan Osgood, Deputy Clerk of the Board 
�











