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                 SUMMARY MINUTES





  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS





  707 NEVADA STREET, SUSANVILLE







AUGUST 19, 2008

9:05.M. CALL TO ORDER

PRESENT:
Supervisors Jack Hanson, Bob Pyle, Jim Chapman, Lloyd Keefer and Brian Dahle; County Counsel Craig Settlemire, County Administrative Officer (CAO) John Ketelsen and Deputy Clerk of the Board Susan Osgood.    
PUBLIC COMMENT

Merrillville Road resident Richard Gifford:  States he is present to talk about Merrillville Road again; is ready to go to a lawyer and sue you for air pollution because nothing is happening with the dust problem.  Supervisor Dahle:  States Public Works Director Larry Millar is getting a cost for road base; states a counter should be put out there.  Mr. Gifford:  Wants a counter put on the road to see how much traffic there is on it.  Discussion is held.  Chairman Hanson: Hopes the proposed road base will help with the dust problem.  CAO Ketelsen:  Reads information from Mr. Millar:  He would not be able to complete the entire roadway this fiscal year; total cost would be about $927,500.  There is no funding or crew and equipment available during the current year.   He proposes starting at the far end of Merrillville Road and work back toward SR 139 so the section in front of the houses can be completed this fall.  He estimates about 1 ½ mile section of road (about 40%) could be completed.  Would then schedule to complete the remainder during the next fiscal year but states this may not solve all the problems.
9:20 A.M.  ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION:  1) Employee performance evaluation:  Fair Manager Jim Wolcott.   2) Claims:  Claim of Ken Micone presented July 30, 2008.  Closed session ends at 9:38 a.m.  
9:40 A.M. OPENING CEREMONIES:  Following the flag salute, the invocation is offered by Chairman Hanson.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF ITEMS DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION:  Deputy Clerk of the Board Osgood reports:  1) Employee performance evaluation:  Fair Manager Jim Wolcott – The Board voted unanimously to give Mr. Wolcott an evaluation of “Excellent”.   2) Claims:  Claim of Ken Micone presented July 30, 2008 – The Board voted to reject the claim.  
AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS:  

Supervisor Chapman:  Notes the Veterans Memorial Building Task Force vacancy should be for the Public at Large Alternate position.

ACTION:  Approve the agenda with noted change.

MOVED BY:
Dahle

SECONDED BY:  Pyle

UNANIMOUS:  Yes
PUBLIC COMMENT:  1) Ken Theobald, representing Lassen Union High School District:  Notes there have been some rumors or accusations concerning issues with the pool; would like to clear them up.  No secret meeting was ever held.  At this time the High School District is waiting to see what happens on the November vote as to whether the voters would support the operation of the pool.  They will then take a look at the High School District’s part of the plan which includes other issues such as the big gym and some other building issues.  Supervisor Chapman:   Thanks Mr. Theobald for coming so there could be an open discussion.  He is disappointed the news media is not present to hear the facts; was offended when he saw the headlines and scanned the lead article.  Notes the rumors are not coming from the Board of Supervisors or the High School Board.  Mr. Theobald:  Notes the Board of Supervisors and High School District Board want to see a community pool and the High School Board will do what they can to see that happen but the timing is not right now.  Notes the $2 million matching grant previously discussed is not available to the District any longer.   Supervisor Keefer:  Also disturbed by recent newspaper articles.  CAO Ketelsen:  Notes that there was an effort to set up a meeting but the suggested date was a conflict for the High School District Board; states if he contributed to confusion it was because of an assumption on his part and he apologizes.  There was no intent to infer there had been any improper meeting or a discussion of the pool; his purpose was to try and get this on both Board agendas and on the ballot before the August 8 deadline.  Supervisor Chapman:  Requests the High School District Board adopt a resolution of support or endorsement for the measure on the November ballot.  Mr. Theobald:  Replies they can do that.  
2)  Tim Zadel (taxpayer):  Reminds the Board he addressed them on July 22 regarding what he feels are inadequate noticing requirements for the Planning Commission.  He notes that four out of the five Planning Commission members have not completed their State mandated ethics training; and they are well beyond the two year requirement for that.  That should be a factor when Supervisors make an appointment.  Did not feel some of the members should have been making decisions on the Allen project in Janesville and feels the Board of Supervisors should set aside that decision.  Feels information on agenda items should be clearer and if a Planning Commission member wants to change a requirement, that should be agendized so the public would know to come and address the issue.  (Supervisor Hanson is absent 10:00 a.m. – 10:01 a.m.) Discussion is held.  County Counsel Settlemire:  States actions need to be consistent with County Code and, in some instances, there may be some leeway or discretion that can be exercised as indicated in the Code.  That will be looked into as well as the AB 1234 issue regarding ethics training compliance.    

3) Pat Williams and Felix Flores (Herlong Public Utility District [PUD]):  Mr. Flores:  On behalf of the Herlong PUD, thanks the County Supervisors and staff for assisting them in getting the project done.  Also thanks Supervisor Hanson and Pat Williams.  Mr. Williams:  Have approval on the water bond for the long awaited project in Herlong.  States that at this time next year there will be a new water supply.  Also thanks the Board, CAO Ketelsen, Supervisor Hanson and staff for all their work.  Supervisor Hanson:  States it is a huge milestone getting this far; looks forward to seeing “dirt turned”.
UNAGENDIZED BOARD REPORTS:

Supervisor Hanson:  1)  Reports on the Herlong area community cleanup; it was a grassroots effort with the County and LRA only there as a resource.  Thanks Solid Waste, Felix and Pat as well as Nikki Cunningham from the Lassen County Community Development Department for their help with the clean up.   

PUBLIC COMMENT – Continued
Poet Laureate Violet Stout:  Recalls that she used to write to a lot of soldiers in World War II; one wrote to her and requested a prayer.  She reads her poem titled “The G.I. Prayer”.  

RECOGNITION COMMITTEE  

Chairman Hanson makes the following presentations for years of service:  
10 Year Award:  Tiffany K. Joscelyn (H&SS) 

20 Year Awards:   Richard Cook (Assessor’s office) and Karen DelCarlo (Public Works Dept.)          

30 Year Award:  Tommy J. Peterson (Public Works Department)

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
SUBJECT: Public Notice Requirements for Public Hearings.

Assistant Community Development Director Joe Bertotti:  Presents information on California requirements of public notice for land use planning which is governed by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Ralph M. Brown Act, and the Planning Zoning and Development Laws.  Presents details of those requirements requiring 300 foot notification, noting that Lassen County’s approach expands the notification area further than what is required, averaging 1000 feet.  Graphics presented in agenda packet indicate examples of recent projects and areas that were notified.  Notice is by mail and by publication about 14 days before a meeting.    
Tim Zadel:  Speaks with regard to the Norm Allen property; feels notice was probably reasonable but it should have been provided to anyone whose property would be affected by the road.  Also has a problem with the timing of notice which he received four days before the hearing.  States he does not live locally but was about to leave on vacation so was able to attend the hearing and meet briefly with staff prior to the hearing but did not have time to meet with an attorney on the matter.  Feels some of the problems could have been resolved if he received notification earlier.    

Supervisor Keefer:  Does feel staff makes an attempt to notify affected parties; suggests omission in this case was an oversight.  

Assistant Director Bertotti:  States this is a private project that has tentative approval from the County; tentative approval requires the applicants prove a lot of things, including making sure the road access meets the standard.  States if the applicant does not have a recorded easement, the application is not accepted.  Mary Loflin (County Surveyors Office):  States she will be surveying that property after today’s meeting.     Supervisor Pyle:  States if someone is looking at a piece of property with an easement on it that is not presently in use, they have to know people could develop that easement and they would either accept that or not purchase the property.
Mr. Zadel:  States that there is 124’ of his property where there was no County road dedication so there is no County road designation going to the project site; the rest is on an easement given by someone who may not own the property.  States if there is still an opportunity to work within the County, that would be the easiest and best way to go.  

Further discussion is held.  Supervisor Dahle:  Feels direction to staff should be if there is going to be a road built to a project, everyone in that area should be notified, even if it is more than 1000 feet.  Supervisor Chapman:  Feels that it should be the County’s policy to do that all the time.  
County Counsel Settlemire:  Suggests the Board refer this back to staff to develop a formal policy which would put in writing what their practice has been as far as giving notice in these situations.  

TODD SLOAT, PIT RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
SUBJECT: Letter of support re:  application for grant funds for the competitive grant program under the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006 for the Ash Creek Wildlife Area Restoration Project. 

ACTION REQUESTED: Approve and authorize Chairman to sign.     
Todd Sloat (Pit River Watershed Coordinator):  Presents information to the Board on the Pit Resources Conservation District (RCD) application to Sierra Nevada Conservancy for proposed planning projects: McBride Springs, Upper Willow Creek and the Lower Ash Creek project.  The design on the projects has been completed and they are ready to apply for funds for implementation of those projects.  The projects fit well within the Conservancy’s program goals; they should be very competitive and be able to receive funding for those.  CAO Ketelsen:  States this agenda item came to staff as a request for a resolution; but he changed it to a letter of support that would go with the application.  
ACTION:  Approve letters of support endorsing projects with Pit Resource Conservation District and authorize the Chairman to sign.

MOTION:  Dahle        



SECOND:  Pyle          UNANIMOUS:  Yes
McCLELLAND RANCH CONSERVATION EASEMENT

ACTION: Approve letter of support for placement of the McClelland Ranch on the north shore of Eagle Lake into a Conservation Easement and authorize Chairman to sign.

MOTION:  Dahle        



SECOND:  Pyle          UNANIMOUS:  Yes
UNAGENDIZED BOARD REPORTS – Continued

Supervisor Keefer:  1) There was a lack of a quorum for the last Air Board meeting; a meeting is now scheduled for August 21 at 3:00 p.m.  This will give more time to study budget issues.  Reports on the program review, or peer review.  Has met with CAO Ketelsen and they have drafted an outline for the program review group in order for them to get started.  Discussed getting peer review group together; feels it will be very important to build a sound base.  2) Sylvia Milligan briefed staff on the Recreation Outdoors Coalition (ROC) proposal; thought it was a very productive meeting.  She will speak later in the meeting.    
Supervisor Dahle; Will be attending Regional Council of Rural Counties (RCRC) meeting tomorrow.

Supervisor Hanson:  2) There will be another budget meeting 1:00 p.m. today; not much to report for the time being.  3)  Attended Mental Health Advisory Board meeting August 12.  There will be a meeting on August 21 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room discuss the Mental Health Services Act

(MHSA) and the utilization of those funds through the Mental Health program; it will be something of a program evaluation.  

RECREATION OUTDOORS COALITION  (ROC) 

ROC Chairperson Sylvia Milligan:  Notes there is a disconnect between forest routes and responsible sustainable Off Highway Vehicle program that meets the needs of the public.  Asks the Board to support ROC by designating County unpaved roads; would also like the County to look at some specific paved portions of three miles or less that connect one trailhead to another.  There needs to be a way to connect routes for mixed use; working to get the National Forest Level 3 roads designated.   Would like the County to write a letter to California Highway Patrol (CHP) stating what you would do; also would like to see a letter from the Sheriffs Office stating they are aware of it and approve of it.  The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) will be out in the fall.  ROC has already written an alternative that they feel is more than fair for recreation; will be coming back to the Board to ask for support of their alternative.  

Supervisor Keefer:  Notes County staff is already looking into the list of roads and will bring it back to the Board to see what will be allowed.  Extensive discussion is held.   Supervisor Pyle:  States a lot of the area being discussed is in his District and there is too much he does not know about this to support it now.  
Supervisor Hanson:  Requests the letters be put on the agenda for September 9 and the Ordinance be brought back when it is ready.
VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING TASK FORCE - VACANCY
ACTION:  Appoint Tim Holabird to fill the Public-at-large alternate vacancy on the Veterans Memorial Building Task Force.. 

MOVED BY:  Chapman  

SECONDED BY:  Keefer
UNANIMOUS:  Yes 
CONSENT CALENDAR
ACTION:  Take the noted action on the following Consent Calendar items:

MOVED BY:
Keefer
 

SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
COUNTY CLERK ITEM - MINUTES
ACTION:  Approve Minutes of May 13, 2008 and May 20, 2008. 
AUDITOR & TREASURER DEPARTMENTS ITEM - REPORT

ACTION: Receive and file Treasurer's Fund Balance Report and Auditor's verification for the month of July, 2008.  

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ITEM - LETTER

ACTION: Approve letter in support of Application of Northeastern Rural Health Clinics Dental Van and  authorize the Chairman to sign. 
HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES ITEM - FAMILY AND CHILDREN PROTECTIVE SERVICES
ACTION:  Approve Lassen County Family and Children Protective Services Self Assessment Report for 2008. 
TREASURER/TAX COLLECTOR ITEM - REPORT
ACTION:  Receive and file the Treasurer's Investment Report for July, 2008. 
PRISON TRIAL COSTS ITEMS - PRISON TRIAL COSTS REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM ITEMS
ACTION: Receive and file Recap of CCC Prison and High Desert State Prison Trials Cost Reimbursement Billing for July, 2008. 
MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS
ACTION:  Receive and file the following correspondence:
a.   Lassen County Technical Advisory Committee meeting amended agenda for August 13, 2008.

b.   Lassen County Air Pollution Control District Governing Board meeting agendas for August 12, 2008 and August 19, 2008.

c.   Big Valley Community Alliance, Inc. July 2008 Report.

d.   Susanville City Council Notice of Call of Special Meeting for August 13, 2008.

COUNTY CLERK - RECORDER DIVISION

County Clerk Julie Bustamante:   Presents information on request to contract with Tyler Technologies, Inc. to upgrade the Recorder’s existing system.  The system that does receipting and operating system is obsolete and will not be supported after 2010.  Additionally, a truncation program is mandated to redact social security numbers from public records; there is a time frame.  Would like to move forward and work with County Counsel to make an amendment to the current contract with Tyler and upgrade the system.  Reports there is $132,000 from modernization funds in the Recorder’s Trust that could be used towards this, but that money cannot be used towards the County Clerk or the Board of Supervisors portion of it.  She has been working on the budget with Assistant to the CAO Julie Morgan on that.  Assistant to the CAO Morgan:  States this item is in the budget.  CAO Ketelsen:  Notes that if the Board approves this, they are not authorizing the money but are authorizing the County Clerk to move forward with this.  A contract will be brought back.  Further discussion is held.
ACTION:  Authorize County Clerk-Recorder to move forward with the assistance of County Counsel to negotiate contract with Tyler Technologies, Inc. to upgrade the Recorder’s existing system.

MOVED BY:
Dahle

 

SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT - PLANNING DIVISION

SUBJECT: Lassen County General Plan Update (Susanville to Hallelujah Junction) contract for professional services. 

ACTION REQUESTED: Approve contract with Clarion Associates for completion of planning-related services necessary to assist the County in its effort to revise the County General Plan within the Susanville Vicinity, Johnstonville, Janesville, Lassen Southeast and Standish-Litchfield Planning Areas; contract amount not to exceed $193,669 for three phases of project.
Assistant Community Development Director Joe Bertotti:  States the Board directed staff to begin this project 18 months ago.  Staff re-contacted the Sonoran Institute hoping to facilitate a different kind of planning approach from “whole cloth” rather than a continuation of the past, starting with some vision.  Sonoran does not have the time or personnel in place to support this effort; they do recommend Clarion Associates.  Presents further information on the process:  there was $90,000 for the first phase, with about $10,000 spent.  It had not been identified what the probable costs of phases two or three would be.  The proposal by Clarion would be not to exceed $193,000 for the three phases but not an environmental document.  Standish, Litchfield and Lake Forest would be added to phase one at no additional cost.  

Supervisor Chapman:  Asks several questions regarding the contract and budget.  Feels this shows part of what he feels is a fundamental problem with the planning program.  

Supervisor Keefer:  Feels that the organization of planning is a different issue; staff is trying to address some of the planning issues the County is currently facing on a daily basis.  The 395 corridor was originally talked about but now the area has expanded.  Feels there are inconsistencies relating to zoning and land uses.  

CAO Ketelsen:  In response to a question, responds that this is a professional service contract and did not have to go out to bid, but if the Board would like that to be done, it can be.  Requests if the Board wishes to go out to bid, that a committee be formed with a member of the Board on it.   

Supervisor Hanson:  States he is very comfortable with Clarion.   Further discussion is held.       
ACTION:  The Board directs Clarion Associates be invited to attend a Board meeting to discuss the proposed contract.    
INFORMATION FOR THE BOARD
CAO Ketelsen:  Notes the State budget process is getting closer to a deal; frustrations are running high.  Propositions 1A and 42 are almost off the table; it looks like more people are saying they do not want to balance the budget by borrowing money.  Redevelopment is still at risk.  If the lottery were to be used to pay back any loans, it would have to be approved by the electorate and it is too late to put that on the ballot.  It is getting down to where options are fewer and fewer.  
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 12:08 p.m.








______________________________  








Chairman of the Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

_______________________ 

Susan Osgood, Deputy Clerk of the Board 
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