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                 SUMMARY MINUTES






  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS





  707 NEVADA STREET, SUSANVILLE







JANUARY 20, 2009

9:30 A.M. CALL TO ORDER

PRESENT:
Supervisors Lloyd Keefer, Bob Pyle, Jim Chapman, Brian Dahle and Jack Hanson; County Counsel Craig Settlemire, County Administrative Officer (CAO) John Ketelsen, Personnel Director/Risk Manager Ron Vossler and Deputy Clerk of the Board Susan Osgood.

CLOSED SESSION:  Chairman Keefer announces that no closed session was held.  Following the flag salute, the invocation is offered by Chairman Keefer.

AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS:  

ACTION:  Approve agenda as posted.

MOVED BY:
Hanson

SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Poet Laureate Violet Stout reads a poem entitled “Thank You” for the Board of Supervisors and Staff.  Supervisor Chapman states Violet’s sense of humor kept hospital staff “in stitches” while they were stitching her up after her fall last week.  Everyone is pleased Violet is doing well.  
UNAGENDIZED BOARD REPORTS:  

Supervisor Dahle:  Attended Fair Advisory Board meeting January 17, 2009.  The Fair theme is “Lassen County Fair in Seuss-anville!”  Discussed the budget and the possibility of some RAC money to help fund the sign by Walgreens.  
Supervisor Hanson:  January 15 met with Revitalization Committee in Herlong.  It is a community generated group and there still continues to be enthusiasm.  Expresses appreciation to County employee Niki Cunningham for her involvement. 

Supervisor Chapman:  1) Attended Susanville Veterans Memorial Hall Task Force meeting January 14.  There is an action item on today’s agenda with a recommendation from the Task Force.  Appreciates the work staff, particularly County Counsel Settlemire and Peter Heimbigner from Public Works, have done.  2)  The Task Force would like to have Board present a proclamation in March to honor The Best of Broadway on their tenth anniversary.  3)  Veterans Service Officer (VSO) Mike Schneider shared information on a nationwide effort to recognize May 1 as Silver Star Banner Day and would like the Board to sign a proclamation and forward it to the national organization.    States he would like to see something on local light standard banners honoring people who are serving in the military and families that are at home.  Will work with Chamber of Commerce or others and bring information back to the Board.  4) Received information from Planning Commissioner Mark Totten that he will be retiring by the first of April after being involved with the County since 1950.  Would like to recognize his service and will be looking for someone to take his place.  5) Susanville Symphony artistic director Ben Wade was absent last fall because he participated in the upcoming Survivor show as a cast member.  The show begins February 12 and the community will be getting together at the Elks Hall for the premiere and a fundraiser for the symphony.  

Supervisor Keefer:  1) The Lassen County Fire Safe Council (LCFSC) previously requested support for a complete waiver from Lahontan Water Quality Control Board regarding timber harvest plans (THP).  It appears that Lahontan has granted the FSC the exemption from fuel reduction work in the defensible space zones which extend out from the community and for defensible space around the home.  They did not exempt the timber industry from having a THP from CDF.  That is good news.  2) Received letter from Sylvia Milligan regarding the road management issue with the Lassen National Forest.  She had proposed Lassen County look at county roads within the National Forest system.  Shasta County is not making a big study of the road system; they are just allowing the use so they don’t have to go through an ordinance or resolution by the Board.  Requests CAO Ketelsen ask Public Works Director Larry Millar to look at that.  3) There was a meeting in Shasta County after the Board’s December meeting regarding road management issues.  The issue of coordinating agency status was discussed.  States he is not excited about that as there would be a commitment on the part of the County if that was requested.  Feels the issue could be discussed further.   

PUBLIC HEARING - EAGLE LAKE ESTATES – Continued from January 13, 2009
SUBJECT: Proposed Specific Plan, Tentative Subdivision Map and Negative Declaration #2007-035, Eagle Lake Estates (B.J. Pearson, General Partner/applicant).

The public hearing is opened at 9:51 a.m.  Supervisor Pyle steps down and sits in the audience.  Chairman Keefer states the Board of Supervisors requested this item be postponed for a week to review all of the documents; asks if staff has any additional information on this issue.  Chief Planner Maurice Anderson states there is nothing additional.  Chairman Keefer asks Mr. B. J. Pearson if he has any additional information for the Board.

Applicant B. J. Pearson:  Briefly presents information; states this project has been studied for almost 40 years.  The Lassen County Planning Commission did approve it with recommendations but those recommendations are costly.  Asks the Board to approve the Planning Commission’s recommendations as submitted so he can proceed without further delay.  States he knows it would require his meeting with the Forest Service and he would do that, but needs the project approved first. 

The public hearing is closed at 9:53 a.m.

Chairman Keefer:  Feels the westerly access recommended by the Planning Commission seems to be the best option for safe egress and is pleased Mr. Pearson may pursue that, but is bothered that there was no effort on his part to see if the Forest Service would allow that.  

Mr. Pearson:  States it would take 1 to 1 1/2 years to get a hearing from the Forest Service and he needs to have something confirmed by Lassen County first.  States CAO Ketelsen reported the Forest Service was amenable to the access as long as Mr. Pearson was willing to pay the cost.  States he has been paying taxes on residential zoned property for 40 years and if the project cannot work he will have property that cannot be developed.    States he is willing to work with the County on anything that doesn’t deny him the rights of his property.

County Counsel Settlemire:  Reports that the Government Code does provide if the County adopts something like that as a condition it would be Lassen County’s responsibility for pursuing and obtaining that access and if it is not obtainable under the circumstances Government Code would deem it waived and the project would be approved without westerly access.  

Chief Planner Anderson:  Responds that staff, CALFIRE and the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) does not believe that having an access in one cardinal direction is safe.  

County Counsel Settlemire:  States it would be better practice to deny the application.  Again explains the risk to Lassen County if the project is accepted without westerly access. Further discussion is held.

Supervisor Chapman:  States there are other issues to be dealt with such as hydrants.  Questions why Mr. Pearson has not pursued other venues knowing Lassen County’s expectations; feels he could have filed an Assessment Appeal regarding taxes.  States he is not supportive of granting a conditional approval based on what the FS might decide.  Believes the Board is charged with planning’s long-range perspective.

ACTION:  Support staff recommendation to adopt Resolution No. 09-002 disapproving Tentative Subdivision Map, Specific Plan and Negative Declaration 2007-035, Eagle Lake Estates.  

MOVED BY:
Chapman


SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  No

AYES:
 Keefer, Chapman, Dahle, Hanson
ABSTENTIONS:  Pyle

NOES:
  None




ABSENTEES:  None

RECOGNITION COMMITTEE  

Supervisor Hanson presents Chairman Keefer his 10 year award.  Chairman Keefer makes the following presentations: 

10 Year Awards:  Maurice Anderson (Community Development Department); Darrell Foster, Health and Social Services; Angela Lewis (Sheriff); 

15 Year Awards:  Dean Growden (Sheriff); Sharon Farano (Health and Social Services); John Mineau (Sheriff). 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT  

Public Works Director Larry Millar presents information on request to consider a special long term use fee for use of the Susanville Veterans Memorial Building (SVMB) by the Best of Broadway (B of B) for their 2009 theatrical production.  
ACTION:  Accept special long term lease fee for the Best of Broadway for their 2009 theatrical production, waive a portion of long term use fee and accept reduced fee upon conclusion of event, utilizing the current Application and Use Agreement and User Responsibilities.  

MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

U. S. FOREST SERVICE
Eagle Lake Resource Officer Christine Hill presents information on boat launching at Gallatin Marina.  States boat launching was very challenging last year and into the fall due to the drought.  The Forest Service is proposing to look for alternatives for launching at Gallatin Marina.  They are looking to apply for a grant with the Department of Waterways and Boating to possibly improve the existing facility by extending the drive further into the lake.  The deadline is April 1.  Part of the application package is to determine the economic feasibility, cost of construction; if the benefit to the community outweighs the costs of the project.  Further discussion is held.  Supervisor Chapman states the County will be in partnership with the Forest Service.  Supervisor Hanson requests Chairman Keefer directs staff to work with the Forest Service to put an item on an agenda as soon as possible.  Ms. Hill states Terri Frolli was unable to be present today but will be back with updates.

LOCAL REUSE AUTHORITY – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT / HOUSING

(Convenes as the Local Reuse Authority)

Assistant Community Development Director Joe Bertotti:  Presents staff report on the request by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for Right of Entry to construct a waterline on Local Reuse Authority property in Herlong.  There are two similar requests for the same Right of Way along the same part of the street.  Herlong Public Utility District Manager (HPUD) Pat Williams and US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) representatives Paul Feldman (Project Engineer) and Bill Casale (Realty Specialist) are in the audience to answer questions.  (Supervisor Chapman absent briefly at 10:48 a.m.)  (Supervisor Dahle absent 10:48 a.m. – 10:49 a.m.)   The area where there would be potential for conflict with the development of utilities would be along the east side of Plumas Avenue.  States Mr. Williams has updated Board regarding progress of the development of the community water system by the HPUD.  The HPUD water system will serve the community, specifically along Plumas Avenue they would need 30’ on the east side of the road so they could serve the school district.  The Corps of Engineers, on behalf of the Army, is proposing a utility wide filtration process on Sierra Army Depot (SIAD) which would involve two filtration stations.  Each of the projects have been discussed in the public over the last year or two or more.  
Herlong Public Utility District Manager Pat Williams:   States HPUD is not in favor of having two systems in Herlong.  Notes HPUD has been planning a water system for a long time and hope to have the project out to bid within 30 days.  Wants to have coordination on where easements are granted and were they are not.  States there is plenty of room on Plumas Avenue for a couple of water lines and a sewer line but there are regulatory requirements for separation of water and sewer lines.  The project was planned on the opposite side of the road from the USACE when they could so that conflicts of utilities would be avoided.   Existing Army utilities are on the west side of Plumas Avenue.  States there is not a defined plan of what the Army wants to build right now and does not know why they would need a Right of Entry from the HPUD.  Requests coordination of land use for right of way of utilities; there should be plenty of room with the 60’ fee strip.

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers Project Manager Paul Feldman:  States the Army has no interest in competing with HPUD on this.  The Army is under a consent order from the State Department of Health Services to clean the water up to acceptable potable limit.  Since we have transferred all this property under BRAC to the Local Reuse Authority (LRA) we attempted to use our existing Right of Entry to maintain our pipes, put in two more pipes, clean the water for this community.  Still have a responsibility to provide potable water and sewer services to the residents of Fort Sage Unified School District, Susanville Indian Rancheria (SIR) and West Patton Village.  We are maintaining a responsibility but do not want to compete with HPUD; would be happy to give customers to HPUD.  Want to remove water from well 9 up to well 5, do not have a preferred route.  SIAD has a request from HPUD to hook up to the infrastructure that now services the Indian Rancheria; answer is pending results from this discussion.  Feels Lassen County, the USACE and HPUD need to sit at the same table with a map and discuss it.  

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers Realty Specialist Bill Casale:  States the Memorandum of Agreement between the LRA of 2003 spells out the obligation of the Army to provide water and it retained the infrastructure, the pipelines to service those facilities.  Would be happy to get that off the books at any time Pat is ready to move in there.  Explains the County record shows the footprint of the HPUD as larger than on the map which is why HPUD received the request for Right of Entry for construction.
Supervisor Hanson:  Thanks Mr. Feldman and Mr. Casale for coming to the meeting; agrees all parties need to get together.  Do not need to have two competing water systems in the area.  

Chairman Keefer:  Requests staff coordinate all parties meet to figure out a master plan for the water system that will serve future needs. 

Tim Keesey (Susanville Indian Rancheria): States they are opposed to the project.  Map shows two lines funded by federal funding going in the same direction.  Have requested consultation with the Army Corps to figure out what is going on; it is almost a mystery to find out what the water treatment project is.  SIR would like to be at any meetings; are interested in knowing what their plan for going across SIR property.  Asks if it would affect their future hook up to HPUD.    

(Adjourns and reconvenes as Board of Supervisors)

CONSENT CALENDAR

ACTION:  Take the noted action on the following Consent Calendar items:

MOVED BY:
Hanson


SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

COUNTY CLERK ITEM - MINUTES

Approve Minutes of December 23, 2008. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES ITEM - PERSONNEL REPORT

Receive and file Personnel Movement Report for December, 2008. 

AUDITOR & TREASURER DEPARTMENTS ITEM - REPORT

Receive and file Treasurer's Fund Balance Report and Auditor's verification for the month of December, 2008. 

HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES ITEM – This item postponed.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ITEMS

BID AWARD

Award the bid to Susanville Ford, Susanville, CA, the lowest bidder, considering the local preference, and meeting the specifications in the amount of $26,759.95 for the purchase of one (1) new 2009 3/4 Ton Standard Cab 4 x 4 Truck. 

BID AWARD

Award bid to Pervo Paint Company, Los Angeles, CA, the lowest bidder meeting the specifications, in the amount of $71,996.82 for traffic paint. 

SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT ITEM - CORE TRAINING REQUEST

Approve request to host the mandatory Corrections Standards Authority (CSA) Adult Corrections Core Training with Olson Enterprises in Susanville at the estimated cost of $14,500.  Training costs would be expended from the training line in the ADF and CCF budget units #130-0525-3002901 and 130-0524-3002901 and authorize the CAO to sign. 

TREASURER/TAX COLLECTOR ITEM - REPORT

Receive and file Treasurer's Investment Report for December, 2008. 

PRISON TRIAL COSTS ITEMS - PRISON TRIAL COSTS REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM ITEMS

Receive and file Recap of CCC Prison and High Desert State Prison Trials Cost Reimbursement Billing for July through December 2008. 

MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS

a.  Susanville City Council Notice of Call of Special Meeting for January 14, 2009.

b.  Lassen County Mental Health Advisory Board meeting agenda for January 20, 2009.

Recess 11:05 a.m. – 11:07 a.m.

COUNTY SERVICE AREA #2  JOHNSTONVILLE WATER SYSTEM 
CAO Ketelsen:  States this could be a Study Session if the Board would like. The question before the Board is should the County continue to spend good money after what has not been very lucrative.  This operation has been in place 14 years.  County Counsel has formally recognized the duty to repay some of the loans that have been made.  Caltrans is the only customer and if the County were to amortize all the costs needed to recover from Caltrans they could not afford to purchase the water.  
(Convenes as County Service Area #2)

Supervisor Keefer:  States that he has been protective of this water system in the past.  He was in favor of pursuing development of the Johnstonville Park, but now feels the other County park project work should be completed before starting something else.  There had been a subdivision project proposed that was interested in hooking into the water system but they would not be implementing any kind of system soon.  He has heard the City of Susanville and Superintendent of Schools office may be interested in hooking up to the system.  Does not think the County can maintain and operate the system with just one user.  Questions whether the City or Caltrans would be willing to take the system over.  
Assistant Community Development Director Joe Bertotti:  States the City and Superintendent of Schools office have been the two serious recent inquiries.  Information in the packets suggests other public or people could be interested but it would depend on the cost which has not been determined.  
Supervisor Dahle:  Feels the project has cost enough money and the Board should set a deadline and if nothing happens, the County should cut their losses.
Supervisor Keefer:  Suggests one option would be to continue pursuing the opportunity with the School District and the City.   Has a concern on how difficult it would be for the County to tie into the system later if ownership were to transfer to someone else.
CAO Ketelsen:  Thinks there should be more financial analysis.  States the County is at a point now of diminishing returns; even if there were additional customers the County would still have costs and the rate would be so high for new customers that they would probably not be willing to pay for it. Feels money used for this is discretionary money that could be used elsewhere. 
Personnel Director/Risk Manager Ron Vossler:  Reports he did a light review of the County’s responsibilities if the water district were expanded.  If there were two customers, the requirements would jump drastically.  Feels the County would want to isolate new customers away from the County’s private policy.
Supervisor Chapman:  Discusses history of this project.  Felt there was potential for this project initially; if grants were received the money would be used to attract business to Johnstonville as a “hub”.    Feels if the County is not interested in economic development maybe they should look at transferring the asset to someone who can do something with it.  Thinks a wholesale analysis of economic development programs should be done.  Would like to know if there are other projects of this type where money is being loaned to keep them alive and functioning.  Feels they should be “sunshined” for the public and so the Board can understand them.
Treasurer/Tax Collector Richard Egan:  States he generally agrees that most economic development projects from the federal, state and local level are a waste of money.  Thinks that with this water system there is at least a water tank, well and some water lines; other projects don’t have that much.  Feels there are a few issues to be addressed.  When Caltrans began using the water there was an ordinance establishing the rate they would pay that was not based on use but at a rate of $100 per month.  Feels they would probably be willing to pay more money that would be reflective of the on-going costs of operating the system, around $800 per month.  Thinks the Board should look at that.  If a proper fee had been charged all along it would have mitigated a large amount of the “debt” that is accumulating.  This issue is far more complicated than presented in the report.  Lassen County entered into an agreement with Caltrans to provide them with water service.  The CSA built the water system and has been doing it but there may be an issue of a contractual relationship between the County and Caltrans.  There appears to be a chain of command problem where no one knows who is in charge at the County level.  Thinks it would be important for the County to put someone in charge of being the contact person or one responsible for reviewing the budget and calculating the rates so there is some accountability.  
Further discussion is held.

Supervisor Dahle:  Suggests the Board give direction to CAO Ketelsen to appoint someone to head this up and re-negotiate the fee.  Does not want this to wait six months for this to work; a decision should be made shortly so the County can cut its losses.  

Chairman Keefer:  Would like to give staff an opportunity to explore the options stated today and come back within a short time with information on possible customers.  Would also like to know what it would cost to get out of the project.  

County Counsel Settlemire:  The rates were set when the system came on line and there was no history on cost so a rate was selected that was comparable to the City’s rate at that time.  The ideal fee would be realigned to actual cost of service, or you are making a gift of public funds.  A reasonable rate needs to be decided.  
Supervisor Hanson:  Feels the Lassen Municipal Utility District fees at least should be covered by the fee.

 (Adjourns and reconvenes as Board of Supervisors)

SUSANVILLE VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING TASK FORCE - VACANCY
ACTION:  Accept Tim Holabird’s resignation from the Susanville Veterans Memorial Building Task Force.  Appoint Geoffrey Pregill to the Susanville Veterans Memorial Building Task Force.

MOVED BY:
Chapman


SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

COUNTY COUNSEL - AGREEMENT

ACTION:  Approve agreement with City of Susanville for property tax exchange pertaining to City of Susanville and Ridenoure annexation, and authorize CAO to sign.

MOVED BY:
Pyle



SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  No

AYES:
 Keefer, Pyle, Hanson


ABSTENTIONS:  None

NOES:
  Chapman, Dahle


ABSENTEES:  None

HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES - ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

ACTION:  Review the comments prepared by Environmental Health and submit to the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) regarding Proposed Amendments to the California Code of Regulations, Title 27, Division 5 - Proposed Statewide On-site Wastewater Treatment System Regulations and Conditional Waiver, and Draft Environmental Impact Report under the signature of the Chairman.

MOVED BY:
Pyle



SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 

PLUMAS NATIONAL FOREST

ACTION:  Approve letter to Plumas National Forest regarding Public Motorized Travel Management Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and authorize the Chairman to sign.  Supervisor Chapman requests a copy of the letter be forwarded to the Lassen National Forest so they are aware of the request.

MOVED BY:
Chapman


SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

AMBULANCE SERVICE

CAO Ketelsen reports Sierra Medical Services Alliance (SEMSA) has asked to renew for the next 5 year term; they state they are operating “in the black”.  

ACTION:  Direct staff to seek Emergency Medical Care Committee (EMCC) recommendation concerning the five year renewal of contract with Sierra Medical Services Alliance (SEMSA) for ambulance service.

MOVED BY:
Pyle



SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

INFORMATION FOR THE BOARD
CAO Ketelsen reports he attended meeting with staff from the State Department of Finance and the Controllers office.  Discussion was held on Williamson Act – they are seriously impacting 2008/2009’s total amount of subvention; not sure if they can do that.  Still being looked at:  several programs of Health & Social Services and Rural Crimes and COPS money.  New information: there could be a deferral of State payments for seven months; it is not clear whether or not small counties waiver of the deferral that was already in place would apply to the new seven month deferral; could be in deep trouble. Emphasis is that in February the State will start to run out of money and it keeps getting worse.  They are looking for some way to staunch that bleeding.  Further discussion is held.  
Recess at 11:59 a.m. – Reconvenes at 1:30 p.m.

STUDY SESSION - EAGLE LAKE AND BLY TUNNEL

Supervisor Hanson:  States that he has a water right at the Willow Creek Valley and draws water from Willow Creek. He has been advised that he can participate in the workshop session but would have to recuse himself if a decision would have to be made that affects him personally.

Supervisor Pyle:  States he requested the Board schedule this matter for a study session.  Has asked Dayne Barron of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to present information; George Wingate, a past hydrologist for BLM is also present.  He states David La Brie of the State Water Resources Control Board will not be attending as he did not feel he could add any additional information on this issue.  States the Board of Supervisors have no authority over this; it is up to the State Water Control Board, Division of Water Rights.  He states the Water Master measured last week and 2 cfs is coming from the pipe now which would equal about a couple of tenths to a third of an inch off the top of the water per year.  (The 1985 EA noted a 10 cfs flow.)  Annual evaporation amounts to 5 to 7”.   
Bureau of Land Management Field Manager Dayne Barron:  States that he attended the Eagle Lake Board of Directors meeting on April 8, 2008 and there was extensive discussion about the Bly Tunnel; he will not repeat those remarks as materials presented are part of that public record.  He reads BLM’s complaint response to the California State Water Resources Control Board (CSWRCB) regarding complaints directed to them.  The letter presents a history on the Bly Tunnel and includes photos and other records.  States BLM asks the CSWRCB to give their advice, provide determination of water rights there and a determination of where to proceed.  As stated at the April 8 meeting, he is not inclined to mess with the valve on the pipe until there is direction from the Water Board and direction is given one way or the other.    

George Wingate:  Feels that what Dayne presented was thorough.  The environmental document, the EA, was quite thorough and a good reference document for this information.  Presents detailed information on records that have been kept on Eagle Lake.  States Mr. Pyle’s measurements are not inconsistent with measurements he has taken.  Presents further historical information.  

Ted Andresen (representing Lahontan Heights Subdivision):  Has several concerns:  how the water level has been dropping the last few years; how the Eagle Lake trout are not thriving as well as the Eagle Lake trout brought to other areas; and the affect the level of Eagle Lake would have on the local economy.  

Resident Fred Nagel:  Appreciates that the Board doesn’t have any responsibility but hopes they would recognize they have a stake in Eagle Lake.   
Resident Jack Pastor:  Sees problem as a legal question on whether the end users in the valley have a legal right to Eagle Lake Water; his findings answer no.  States Eagle Lake is a “diamond”, a big attraction.  States the perception has a tourism value and is a concern to people and feels there are many residents who do not want the pipe in use.     

Resident Vernon Hart:  Moved up to Bucks Bay to fish; that has been taken away from him as he can no longer use his dock to put his boat in.  Quotes from a book regarding a 1969 study on the amount of water flowing from the tunnel.  Also concerned about a lost application made by a group of ranchers for Eagle Lake water.     
(Supervisor Hanson absent briefly at 2:04 p.m.)  Further discussion is held.
Supervisor Chapman:   Recalls over the past 30 years when there were peak periods when water is threatening the roadway and people want to pull the plug and then down periods when people want to plug the pipe even though the inlet is above where the water may be.  Thinks the Board needs to look at how the lake fluctuates in relationship to the infrastructure when considering approving new subdivisions.

Supervisor Pyle:  Notes that the Lassen County Board of Supervisors adopted the policy that the water level of Eagle Lake be allowed to fluctuate naturally which is consistent with the Eagle Lake Interagency Board of Directors and the BLM Willow Creek Lane Use Plan.  Main concern is the legality of the pipe and that decision will be made by the State Water Quality Control Board and Division of Water Rights.  A Forest Service representative gave a presentation this morning and they are trying to do some work at the Gallatin Marina.  Spalding Community Services District may be doing some dredging.
Don Armentrout:  Worked for BLM for years, is a certified wildlife biologist and an ecologist before retiring.  States that with the exception of 3/10ths of an inch a year Eagle Lake is controlled by Mother Nature or God.   The level of the lake has to do with what nature is doing and we are in a drought; the lake will be down until we get more water.  

Mr. Andresen:  Asks questions about erosion dams at the head of Pine Creek.  Discussion is held.

Supervisor Pyle encourages him to contact Pine Creek Coordinated Resource Management Plan (CRMP) because they study the watershed and can answer his questions.
Supervisor Dahle:  Feels discussions need to bring in the ranchers and BLM regarding the watershed and management of that.  A lot of trees and brush take up the moisture that would come into the lake; the Fire Safe Council is doing a lot with that now. 
Paul Chappell:  Retired District Fishery Biologist for CA Department of Fish and Game.  Is also on the Project Eagle Lake Trout, which is a new project with CA Inland Fisheries Foundation that has been actively working to try and make fisheries better at Eagle Lake.  Reports that the Executive Director of Water Control Board issued a letter on December 22, 2008, stating that all work would be suspended immediately, that there is no money, anything that is going on right now is to be frozen and nothing will be done until further notice.  Presents detailed information on the Pine Creek CRMP, as he has been a member since 1987.  Reports Fish and Game does not plant fingerlings at Eagle Lake but they are usually 2 pounds or larger.  The water chemistry conditions at Eagle Lake make it a lot tougher for those fish to grow metabolically because they are in the high alkalinity situation.  Fish will never grow as fast at Eagle Lake, they never have.  

Dave Lile (Cooperative Extension):  Reports that the mailing list for CRMP is maintained at the Cooperative Extension office; encourages anyone who wants to be added to the list to contact this department.  
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 2:27 a.m.








______________________________  








Chairman of the Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

_______________________ 

Susan Osgood, Deputy Clerk of the Board 
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