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                 SUMMARY MINUTES





  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS





  707 NEVADA STREET, SUSANVILLE







MAY 26, 2009
9:00 A.M. CALL TO ORDER

PRESENT:
Supervisors Lloyd Keefer, Bob Pyle, Jim Chapman, Brian Dahle and Jack Hanson; County Counsel Craig Settlemire, County Administrative Officer (CAO) John Ketelsen, Personnel Director/Risk Manager Ron Vossler and Deputy Clerk of the Board Susan Osgood.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION:  1)   Conference with Legal Counsel:  Initiating of litigation pursuant to Subdivision (c) of Government Code section 54956.9: 1 case. 

2)   Conference with Labor Negotiator John Ketelsen:  May include the following bargaining units - a) Lassen County Peace Officers Assn. (LCPOA),  b)  United Public Employees of California (UPEC) c) Lassen County Road Workers Assn. (LCRWA), d) Management and Professional Association, e) Lassen County Peace Officers Assn. Supervisors Unit (LCPOASU), f) Lassen County Peace Officers Assn. Management Unit (LCPOAMU), g) Lassen County Deputy Sheriffs Association (LCDSA), h) Lassen County Management Association (LCMA). 
PRESENT: 
Supervisors Keefer, Pyle and Dahle; County Counsel Craig Settlemire, County Administrative Officer (CAO) John Ketelsen, Personnel Director/Risk Manager Ron Vossler and Deputy Clerk of the Board Susan Osgood.  Supervisor Jim Chapman arrives at 9:03 a.m., Supervisor Hanson arrives at 9:11 a.m.  Assistant Community Development Director Joe Bertotti and Senior Deputy County Counsel Traci Witry are present from 9:00 a.m. – 9:13 a.m.  Closed Session ends at 9:30 a.m.

9:30 A.M. OPENING CEREMONIES:  Following the flag salute, the invocation is offered by Chairman Keefer. 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF ITEMS DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION:  1)  Conference with Legal Counsel:  Initiating of litigation pursuant to Subdivision (c) of Government Code section 54956.9: 1 case.  The Board voted 4 for, 0 against, 1 abstention, to initiate unlawful detainer proceedings for the Westwood Business Park Warehouse building leased to Alpha Omega Painting and McLaughlin Electric.
2)  Conference with Labor Negotiator John Ketelsen:  May include the following bargaining units - a) Lassen County Peace Officers Assn. (LCPOA),  b)  United Public Employees of California (UPEC) c) Lassen County Road Workers Assn. (LCRWA), d) Management and Professional Association, e) Lassen County Peace Officers Assn. Supervisors Unit (LCPOASU), f) Lassen County Peace Officers Assn. Management Unit (LCPOAMU), g) Lassen County Deputy Sheriffs Association (LCDSA), h) Lassen County Management Association (LCMA).  No reportable action taken.
AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS:  Agenda Item H4 Lassen County Fair Board: action is corrected to state “to approve the demolition of old restroom by the RiTone Stage”.  Agenda Item G1 County Clerk Minutes: pull for separate action.
ACTION:  Approve agenda with noted changes.
MOVED BY:
Hanson


SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Resident Dennis Hinze:  1) Reports the storage of nuclear waste in Yucca Mountain Nevada is a very bad idea and has been de-funded by Congress.  2)  Expresses interest in forest health; provides detailed information on growing cannabis hemp and its applications.  3)  Invites the Board to a presentation he will make June 9 at Lassen Senior Services, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Also requests support of AB390 relating to the legalization and taxation of marijuana.  
UNAGENDIZED BOARD REPORTS:

Supervisor Dahle:  1) Attended Western Interstate Region (WIR) Annual Board meeting.  The navigable waters issue is active again; NACo’s position is to oppose and make sure navigable stays in the Clean Water Act.  Attended a breakout session on wind energy, and how counties can play a role in that.  Would like to have a Board discussion on solar, wind and geothermal potential for Lassen County; requests a subcommittee look at these issues for Lassen County and would like to be on the committee.  Chairman Keefer suggests a committee of Board members and legal staff in order to be prepared; requests the CAO put an item on an agenda.  Further discussion is held.  2)  One speaker at the conference has written a book on climate change; he will share it with other Supervisors.  3)  Tillamook County Oregon Commissioner Tim Josi is the new President of WIR; Supervisor Dahle is the Immediate Past President.  4)  Will attend a ribbon cutting at the Mill in Bieber May 27; Congressman McClintock and Assemblyman Logue are supposed to be in attendance.

Supervisor Hanson:  1) Would also like to be on the proposed sub-committee on energy in Lassen County, thinks the County needs to be out in front.  Feels the County should have an excise tax on power generated in Lassen County but not used in Lassen County.  Thinks there is cautious optimism for the projects; feels it is one opportunity to get industrial development here and allow the County to increase income.  2)  Designates the following from his discretionary funds: $500 to Doyle Senior Center to help take care of some issues at the community building.

Supervisor Chapman:  1)  Attended Lassen-Plumas-Sierra Community Action Agency (LPSCAA) meeting May 21; have been meeting almost monthly because of funding.  Allocations have increased again, will receive another 9%.  Increase will put LPSCAA into a higher bracket which means some good things in terms of being able to support the programs (senior and food shelf) but it also eliminates LPSCAA from some special designated funding.   Weatherization programs for three counties have also received huge allocation augmentation from the federal government through the stimulus funds; Lassen County will get $519,000.  (Supervisor Dahle absent 9:55 a.m. – 9:57 a.m.).  Requests information from other Supervisors on their perceived County needs before next LPSCAA meeting in June.  2)  Supervisor Chapman and his wife will be taking a trip to England the first two weeks in July.  
Supervisor Keefer:  Designates the following from his discretionary funds:   $1,000 to the Milford Community Association for repairs and maintenance of building; $2,750 to the Janesville Park Trust.     
CONSENT CALENDAR

Item G1 County Clerk Minutes was removed from the Consent Agenda.  Supervisor Dahle would like to have G7 Treasurer / Tax Collector item removed from the Consent Agenda.
ACTION:  Take the noted action on the following Consent Calendar items:
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES ITEM - PERSONNEL REPORT

Receive and file Personnel Movement Report for April, 2009. 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY ITEM - VICTIM / WITNESS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Adopt Resolution No. 09-027 approving the application for continued funding for the  Lassen County District Attorney's Victim/Witness Assistance Program through a grant from the State of California, administered through the California Emergency Management Agency (CalEMA) and authorizing the District Attorney to execute the application. 
TREASURER/TAX COLLECTOR ITEMS 

INVESTMENT POLICY

Approve the Lassen County Investment Policy for the Fiscal Year 2009-2010. 
DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO INVEST 
Adopt Resolution No. 09-028 renewing the Delegation of Authority to Invest and Reinvest Funds of the County and Funds of other Depositors in the County Treasury. 

ISSUANCE OF TRANS

Direct the Clerk of the Board to sign letter pursuant to California Government Code 53853(b) which states that the Board of Supervisors will not authorize issuance of the tax and revenue anticipation notes (TRANS) on behalf of Lassen Community College. 
COUNTY CLERK – MINUTES
ACTION:  Approve Minutes of May 19, 2009. 
MOVED BY:
Chapman


SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:   No

AYES:
 Keefer, Pyle, Chapman, Hanson
ABSTENTIONS:  Dahle
NOES:
  None




ABSENTEES:  None
TREASURER/TAX COLLECTOR - ISSUANCE OF SCHOOL TRANS

ACTION:  Direct the Clerk of the Board to sign letter pursuant to California Government Code 53853(b) which states that the Board of Supervisors will not authorize issuance of the tax and revenue anticipation notes (TRANS) on behalf of Big Valley Joint Unified School District, Janesville Union Elementary School District, Johnstonville Elementary School District, Lassen Union High School District, Shaffer Union School District, Susanville School District and Fort Sage Unified School District. 
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT / HOUSING

SUBJECT: Loan in the amount of up to $50,000 from County General Fund to support work to be done by the Tehama County Air Pollution Control District pursuant to the recently executed Memorandum of Understanding with that agency. 

ACTION REQUESTED: Consider approving loan and give direction to staff.
Assistant Community Development Director Joe Bertotti:  Presents the Lassen County Air Pollution Control District Board (Air Board) request for a loan up to $50,000 for Tehama County staff services, consultation for one year.  The $50,000 would “back stop” the cost of the contract if needed.  The Air Board is evaluating its service, looking at fees, looking at other sources of revenue, and looking at the applicability of those fees to the various County operators.  The Air Board would be looking to make sure each operator under various classes would be under permit. 
Supervisor Keefer:  Reports that some fees being charged are probably not appropriate.  Fees being charged need to be reviewed and that will be done at the July meeting.  

Further discussion is held.  

Supervisor Chapman:  Questions which fund the loan money would come from and what would the County have to give up in order to loan the money.  Is concerned with State budget cuts; states his first priority will be law enforcement and public safety issues.  
Supervisor Pyle:  Questions whether or not the County will get the money back; states the Air Board hopes to vote on an increase of fees, including a $4 increase on Department of Motor Vehicle fees; states he will not support that and will be against any increase.  

Supervisor Hanson:  States the debate will be whether Lassen County or someone else runs the program.  
CAO Ketelsen:  Explains that the contract with Tehama is currently being paid by the Lassen County Air Board but that may have to stop soon.  This agenda item was brought to the Board as a concept; if the Board is not willing to advance the money to the Air Board then a decision will have to be made whether to continue with Tehama or not.   
County Counsel Settlemire:  Reports that State law requires that if the Air Pollution Control District does not have sufficient revenue from other sources (grants or fees charged) then because this district is based on population, half the board is from the City of Susanville and half is from Lassen County; each would be responsible for half of what it takes to make up that difference in order for it to function.  The Board of Supervisors needs to be aware that if the fees and other sources of revenue are not enough to fund the Board, then it would come from the City and the County.  
Supervisor Pyle:  Feels this is like AB885; what Los Angeles and Marin Counties need is not what Lassen County needs.  Thinks Lassen County should be looking for exemptions; should fight this.    
CAO Ketelsen:  Reports the Air Board had a problem and there is no one local with the expertise available.  Upon request, the CAO’s office obtained a peer review to find out what needed to be done.  If a decision is made to not loan the $50,000, the options would be to hire a consultant or have the State or Federal government run the Air Board; that would be a lot more expensive than what Tehama is offering.  They are offering their services, they are not fanatics and seem to have a lot of expertise.  They would advise Lassen County how to generate revenue to provide the regulations the State and Federal governments say is needed.  States this discussion probably should have been brought to the Board before the Tehama contract.  If Lassen County is not willing to pay the costs, we should advise Tehama that.  
Supervisor Keefer:  States it was obvious to Air Board members that the system was broken and a decision would have to be to made whether to maintain local control or turn it over to somebody else.  The Air Board decided to maintain local control and proceeded with the peer review which was a good process.  It identified what the shortcomings were and what was needed to be done to meet minimum standards.  County staff stated they did not have the expertise to implement the corrections.  Supervisor Keefer commends CAO Ketelsen for his time and effort and for finding Alan Abbs from Tehama County who seems to be a good fit to lead Lassen County through this.  Mr. Abbs would identify the issues and concerns and the Air Board members would make the decisions.  One suggestion by Supervisor Pyle was to ask the City and County for a $25,000 one time gift of funds so the rates wouldn’t have to be adjusted to pay off the fee.  However, since it appears the City is not in a position to do that, the Air Board thought this loan would be an alternative.  No decision has been made on fees but all options need to be looked at and a decision made on how best to meet minimum standards; there are a lot of unknowns but at least the County would still have local control.  
Supervisor Dahle:  Feels if the constituents that own businesses want the County to continue to run the Air Board they need to let the Board know that.  Thinks locals know the County would be using their money more wisely than someone else would.  Requests CAO Ketelsen bring back further information on where the money would come from and how it would get paid back.  
Further discussion is held.  

Chairman Keefer requests CAO Ketelsen bring back further information to the Board regarding this loan request.   

U. S. FOREST SERVICE- LASSEN NATIONAL FOREST COMMUNITY LIAISON HEIDI PERRY-MCCOURT

Heidi Perry-McCourt:  1)  Reports that Zone 5, Eagle Lake, has opened for woodcutting.  2)  Presents update on who is currently on the RAC Committee.  3)  Presents information on 2008 RAC proposals submitted and RACs recommended for funding done last month.  Will meet June 1 with recommendations to the Forest Supervisor.  Does not have approved projects yet.  Supervisor Keefer states there are some projects that will be looked at again in the fall:  the bridge replacement on Bizz Johnson Trail (may be a potential candidate for stimulus funding) and rehabilitation of 4 or 5 miles of trail at Eagle Lake (needed more information on the estimates of cost).  3)  Ms. Perry-McCourt reports that legislation changed to included a monitoring committee who will meet in June to look at how projects will be monitored.  (Supervisor Dahle is absent briefly at 10:48 a.m.)  4)  Distributes grant funded publication titled “Lassen National Forest Backcountry Byway Guide”, a 187 mile drive through the forest and multiple counties.  
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT / HOUSING

Assistant Community Development Director Joe Bertotti:  Presents staff report on proposed process for 2009/2010 State of California Department of Housing and Community Development, Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program, General Allocation.  This year the department would like to discuss various ideas with the Board prior to going to the expense of creating an application.  Several projects were identified in the agenda packet and last week two additional projects were identified at a Lassen-Plumas-Sierra Community Action Agency meeting.  Crossroads Ministries and Lassen Family Services are both interested in using CDBG funds for a homeless shelter activity of some sort; but a grant may be premature in both of these cases.  Health and Social Services is looking to take some Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) money and partner with other funds to do some transitional housing; this is probably not a CDBG activity but the department could try to get partners together.  Staff feels the housing rehabilitation grant application makes sense as recent experience indicates a large market for those services.  Assistant Planners Jenna Aguilera and Chandra Fynaardt recently attended training; CDBG indicate emphasis on housing rehabilitation, maybe with homeowner assistance, or an emphasis on public improvements.  
Supervisor Chapman:  Will not be supporting the motion.  Feels funds should be re-allocated to something that would have a benefit to programs that are already there.  Does not discount what staff has done.  Supervisor Pyle:  The money is allocated to us so if we don’t use it another County will.  Has constituents that can use it and constituents that have used it and are happy.  Further discussion is held.     

ACTION: Proceed with creation of grant applications to the Department of Housing and Community Development, Community Development Block Grant Program, General Allocation for up to $800,000.  

MOVED BY:
Hanson


SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  No
AYES:
 Keefer, Pyle, Dahle, Hanson

ABSTENTIONS:  No
NOES:
  Chapman



ABSENTEES:  No

HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES - ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUG PROGRAMS
Supervisor Chapman asks questions of report and Director of Alcohol & Other Drug Programs Lyle Dornan responds.

ACTION: Authorize increases in the Alcohol and Other Drug Programs Fiscal Year 2008/2009 budgeted revenues and expenditures for the funds totaling $56,360.  
MOVED BY:
Dahle



SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  No
AYES:
 Keefer, Pyle, Dahle, Hanson

ABSTENTIONS:  No
NOES:
  Chapman



ABSENTEES:  No

LASSEN COUNTY FAIR BOARD – REPORT
Supervisor Chapman presents information on request to demolish the old restroom by the RiTone Stage.  The Fair Advisory Board has discussed this issue and voted to proceed with demolition of the old restroom that was built in 1955 because of maintenance and operational issues. 
ACTION: Approve demolition of old restroom by the RiTone Stage.

MOVED BY:
Chapman


SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS - LETTER

ACTION:  Approve letter to Union Pacific Railroad expressing interest in preserving the line from Flanagan to Wendel and authorize the Chairman to sign.

MOVED BY:
Hanson


SECONDED BY:  Chapman
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
INFORMATION FOR THE BOARD

CAO Ketelsen:  1) Two budgets were proposed for May revise, one if election issues passed and one if they did not.  The propositions did not pass.  Cuts may include:  Eliminating CalWORKs; eliminating Healthy Families; decreasing child welfare services funding by $60 million; decreasing service; decreasing funding for the state prison system by $750 million by releasing prisoners and scaling back rehabilitation programs; decreasing funding for courts by 10%; eliminating Cal Grants for higher education; eliminating all General Fund support of state parks, decreasing UC/CSU funding from the General Fund by $600 million, saving $210 million in borrowing costs.  Notes that will not fill gap; some approaches the State may try to use:  deficit financing; the growing size of state Revenue Anticipation Notes (RANs); reliance on non-recurring revenues; continual impasse; extensive internal borrowing.  Because of these and other issues, Treasurer Lockyer “reported that California would have difficulty in borrowing even $10 billion in the short-term market, much less the more-than-$20 billion that the LAO suggests would be necessary if the Legislature fails to act by the end of the fiscal year.”
2) Treasurer / Tax Collector Richard Egan will be attending the upcoming California State Association of Counties (CSAC) meeting and reporting back to the Board.      
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 11:19 a.m.








______________________________  








Chairman of the Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

_______________________ 

Susan Osgood, Deputy Clerk of the Board 
�








