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                 MINUTES





  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS





  707 NEVADA STREET, SUSANVILLE







SEPTEMBER 15, 2009
9:30 A.M. CALL TO ORDER

PRESENT:
Supervisors Lloyd Keefer, Bob Pyle, Jim Chapman, Brian Dahle and Jack Hanson; County Counsel Craig Settlemire, County Administrative Officer (CAO) John Ketelsen, and Deputy Clerk of the Board Baden Falkowski.

OPENING CEREMONIES:  Following the flag salute, the invocation is offered by Chairman Keefer.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF ITEMS DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION:  Chairman Keefer announces there was no Closed Session.

AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS:  Supervisor Keefer requests that item H1 be pulled from the Agenda as per the clerk’s request.  
ACTION:  Approve the agenda with the noted change.
MOVED BY:
Hanson

SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Lassen County Poet Laureate Violet Stout reads a poem she wrote entitled “A Thank You from My Heart”.
UNAGENDIZED BOARD REPORTS BY BOARD MEMBERS:

Supervisor Chapman: 1) Attended the Transportation Commission meeting. 2) Filled in for Supervisor Hanson at the Lassen County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) meeting where they examined the sphere of influence and agreed to maintain the existing Lassen Municipal Utility District (LMUD) boundaries.  3) Attended the Mental Health Advisory Board meeting and wants the Board, CAO and County Counsel to be aware that there is an opportunity for Lassen County to receive a $788,000 grant for physical improvements under the Mental Health Services Act, if the County applies.

Supervisor Hanson: 1) Thanks Supervisors Keefer and Chapman for filling in for him yesterday due to a family emergency.  2) Attended Air Board meeting last week and points out they are spending more time on programs and projects out in the county than on the administrative details, which is a good thing.
Supervisor Dahle: 1) Wants to congratulate Jim and Susie Chapman on their 29th wedding anniversary.  2) Attended the Transportation Commission meeting yesterday and approved a budget.  3) Explains that because of the Leaf Cutter Beetle, which lives in some counties of Oregon, a person will be turned around at the border if they have bags of seed that weigh more than 100 pounds each, but if bags are less then 100 pounds, they can legally be brought through the inspection stations. He has asked the Agriculture Commissioner to look into this. 4) Advises that every time property is encroached to a state highway in California and it changes hands, the owner is required to pay a fee of over $300 to change the encroachment permit into their name.  This is not collected when the property changes title, but it gets caught when a building permit is pulled.  The state is unlike the county who only collects the fee when the encroachment is created, and then it stays with the property in perpetuity. Doesn’t understand why this legislation was passed, wants to know why and will contact his State Senator and Assembly Member.
Supervisor Pyle: 1) Attended the Air Board meeting that Supervisor Hanson reported on. 2) Attended a short Fair Advisory Board meeting that dealt with housekeeping issues.  3) Announced that he and his wife celebrated their 39th wedding anniversary last Saturday.
PUBLIC COMMENT (continued):

Modoc County District Three Supervisor and Chairman of the Board Patricia Cantrall announced that Senator Cox will be visiting the town of Alturas in Modoc County on September 23rd, and asks Supervisor Dahle if he minds her bringing up the encroachment issue. Supervisor Dahle explains that Senator Cox will also be visiting Susanville on September 18th.

UNAGENDIZED BOARD REPORTS BY BOARD MEMBERS (continued):
Supervisor Keefer: 1) Thanks the board members who filled in for him during his absence.  2) States the roads in Oregon are on average in much better condition than in California. 3) Attended the Transportation Commission meeting and started working on the policies and procedures for the development program.  4) Attended the LAFCO meeting and appreciates Supervisor Chapman being able to add a historical perspective to the LMUD boundary issue.  States they did the Municipal Service Review for all the fire districts outside the Honey Lake Valley and acknowledges that the document needs work before it can be sent out.
BUDGET FOR LASSEN / MODOC FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT - Continued from Sept. 8, 2009

Adjourns as the Board of Supervisors and convenes as the Lassen/ Modoc Flood Control District.
Chairman Keefer: Invites Modoc County Supervisor Patricia Cantrall to come up and sit with the Board since she is a voting member.
CAO Ketelsen: Presents the staff report and explains why this action has been separated from the County budget process for separate consideration. This agency includes members of the Lassen and Modoc Board of Supervisors and, therefore, needed to be postponed until a full quorum was present. 

Supervisor Dahle: Explains how the assessment monies are spent. The district has a Groundwater Management Plan which monitors all the wells that are participating in the district. They hire a person to monitor all the wells by measuring the gallons per minute and keeping a record, to make sure water is not being transferred out of the district and is available for the ranchers and farmers who have historically used it. It is one of the most proactive districts in the state in its development of a management plan.
Supervisor Cantrall: Asks how the money is assessed. Supervisor Dahle states the landowners in the district are assessed in the same manner as fire districts. County Counsel Settlemire: Explains that the taxes are collected by Modoc County Tax Collector and distributed by the Modoc County Auditor to Lassen County. Supervisor Cantrall: States she could find very little information about the district. CAO Ketelsen: Informs the board that the Lassen County Auditor has a useful file for this district and suggests that copies be sent to Modoc County Clerk to the Board of Supervisors.
Supervisor Hanson: Informs the board that as of August, there is currently a balance of $183,000 in the Lassen / Modoc Flood Control District’s fund. Supervisor Dahle: Explains the advisory board for this agency consists of ranchers and farmers from both Modoc and Lassen Counties. CAO Ketelsen: Would like to know who appoints the advisory board and administers the contract, since this is the board who administers the district. Supervisor Chapman: Agrees and asks the Chairman to ask staff to investigate. Supervisor Dahle: States he attends the infrequent meetings and the advisory board uses a Watermaster and hired Steve Jackson, who runs the Bieber Water District, to install the monitors, dip the wells and calculate the gallons per season. County Counsel indicates that he reviewed the file in the Auditor’s office and saw a resolution and documentation indicating how the advisory board is selected and appointed. He will review it again for information on how some of the authority is delegated, and make sure everything is covered regarding conflict of interest filing, insurance coverage, and make sure the proper lines of authority for contracts are in place.  Supervisor Cantrall: Wants the Modoc County Clerk to the Board to receive a copy of the minutes when this advisory board meets.
ACTION:  Adopt Resolution No. 09-050 approving the 2009-2010 Lassen/ Modoc Flood Control Budget in the amount of $45,250. 
MOVED BY:
Dahle

SECONDED BY:  Pyle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

AYES:
Lassen County Supervisors Chapman, Hanson, Dahle, Keefer, Pyle and Modoc County Supervisor Cantrall

ABSTENTIONS: None
NOES: None
ABSENTEES: Modoc County Supervisors Jeff Bullock, Shorty Crabtree and David Bradshaw   

Adjourns as the Lassen/ Modoc Flood Control District and reconvenes as Board of Supervisors.
PUBLIC COMMENT (continued):

California Highway Patrol Lt. Erik Liband: Updates the Board as part of the Community Inclusion Plan. Changes in the office include Officer Kristen Schwagerl returning to road patrol duties and she is being replaced by Officer Sam Glucklich. He wants the board to feel free to call Officer Glucklich anytime with concerns or complaints. He points out significant accomplishments the squad has made over the past year: fatal collisions have reduced by nearly 2/3rds against the three year average; and reportable collisions have been reduced by 30.4% to date this year.  Highway 395 between Susanville and Nevada is the primary focus for enforcement, because it is historically the highway which experiences the highest rate of injuries and fatal collisions.
On the education front they continue to be involved with the “Every 15 Minutes Program” (which demonstrates the effects of drinking and driving) and will be moving the program to Westwood High School next year. He encourages the supervisors to come out and watch the program.

They also implemented the “Start Smart Program” this year, in collaboration with the Lassen County Probation Department. All kids who receive a traffic ticket or DUI must attend this mandatory class as part of their sentencing. This program reinforces some of the basics of driver’s education and some of the things specific to Lassen County, such as road hazards like cows, horses, deer and the icy, snowy roads. Parents are allowed and encouraged to attend.

Lastly, Lt. Liband informs the board that he has decided to retire on September 30th.  He thanks the board for working with him and informs them that it has been a pleasure living and working in Lassen County for the past ten years, both as a Field Supervisor and a Commander. 
The board thanks Lt. Liband for his quick and reliable response to their issues. It is noted that he has played a significant role in convincing Caltrans to improve our highways which increases their safety.  Supervisor Cantrall also thanks Officer Liband for the service his officers provide and the efforts of the Lassen County Board of Supervisors have played in getting Caltrans to improve the stretch of road to Alturas.

RECOGNITION COMMITTEE PRESENTATION 

Chairman Keefer presents awards in appreciation for years of employment with Lassen County to the following employees:  
10 Year Award:  Douglas Fletcher (Sheriff)

10 Year Award:  Ruth Jordan (Alcohol/Drug)

10 Year Award:  Judy Emerson (Community Development)

15 Year Award:  Norma Scheetz (Treasure/Tax Collector)

20 Year Award:  Joe Uruburu (Sheriff) 
20 Year Award:  Julie Bustamante (Clerk/Recorder/Registrar of Voters)

PUBLIC HEARING
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/ HOUSING

The Public Hearing to consider revisions to the Program Income Reuse Plan and development of the Economic Development Revolving Loan Microenterprise Program Guidelines is opened at 10:27 a.m.
Assistant Community Development Director Joe Bertotti: Presents the staff report. He explains that Lassen County received a Business Assistance/Microenterprise Grant in the amount of $300,000 and a percentage of that grant needs to be administered through the Microenterprise Program; the State now requires a separate set of Microenterprise Program guidelines. There are also some minor changes to the Program Reuse Plan that need to be approved during a public hearing.
No one speaks for or against the plan and the Public Hearing is closed at 10:33 a.m.
Discussion is held between Board Members and Mr. Bertotti. There is currently $115,000 available of program income (money recaptured from previous loans) that would be available upon adoption of the plan for both microenterprise and business lending. In addition there will be a $300,000 grant available over the next year for both microenterprise and businesses. 
ACTION: Adopt the revised Program Income Reuse Plan and the Economic Development Revolving Loan Fund Microenterprise Program Guidelines.
MOVED BY:
Hanson

  SECONDED BY:  Pyle
  UNANIMOUS:  No
AYES:
Keefer, Pyle, Dahle, Hanson
  ABSTENTIONS: None   
NOES:  Chapman
   

  ABSENTEES: None
PUBLIC HEARING
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT- WESTWOOD DESIGN REVIEW GUIDELINES 

Public Hearing is opened at 10:40 a.m.
Chief Planner Maurice Anderson: Presents the staff report. The Lassen County Planning Commission is recommending that the Board of Supervisors amend the roof pitch requirement of the Westwood Design Review Guidelines to allow consideration of roof slopes less than 6:12 for new accessory structures.  The Westwood Design Review Guidelines were originally adopted by the Board of Supervisors on June 22, 2004, by Resolution 04-034, to implement the Community Character Element of the Westwood/Clear Creek Area Plan, 2002. This amendment would allow for consideration of different roof pitches during the design review process. If the applicant is not satisfied with the architectural review committee’s decision, there is an appeal process which has some options.

Westwood resident Robert Bennett speaks in opposition to the guidelines and feels Design Review in Westwood should be eliminated.
No one speaks in favor of the resolution and the public hearing is closed at 10:46 a.m.

ACTION:  Adopt Resolution No. 09-051 Amending the Westwood Design Guidelines. 
MOVED BY: Pyle
                       SECONDED BY: Hanson
     UNANIMOUS: Yes 
TITLE II AND III PROJECTS - SECURE RURAL SCHOOLS ACT PROJECTS

Chairman Keefer: States there are two decisions that need to be made today, and he would like Lassen County Fire Safe Council (LCFSC) Project Manager Tom Esgate to make his presentation after Assistant to the CAO Julie Morgan presents her report because it speaks to the second decision the board is going to make in regards to the distribution of Title II and Title III funds.

Assistant to the CAO Julie Morgan: Explains this is the second year, of the four year reauthorization, for the annual Secure Rural Schools Act Projects.  Decisions need to be made today to meet the September 30th deadline to notify the United States Forest Service (USFS). The first resolution is to decide whether to "opt-in" to Title I of the Secure Rural Schools Program, as opposed to taking 25% of the actual forest receipts. The second resolution is to designate how much of the Secure Rural Schools Program payment should be allocated to Title II and Title III projects. She states the board has typically designated 85% in the past to Title I, but they could choose to designate 80%.  Chairman Keefer: Explains that the board has chosen 85% because the extra 5% that would go to Title II and Title III would come directly from the schools and roads Title I accounts.  Ms. Morgan indicates that if the 15% is not allocated to Title II or III, it would be returned to the State Treasury; and the maximum amount the board can allocate to Title III is now 7%. Discussion is held.
LCFSC Project Manager Tom Esgate: Addresses the needs of the LCFSC. He explains how Title III was modified by changing the types of activities eligible for funding, and how LCFSC meets the new requirements. He explains that LCFSC has been working with Fire Wise Communities USA since 2004, and the Community Wildfire Prevention Plan (CWPP).  States LCFSC has been leading the way in the state of CA in working with Fire Wise Communities USA, something the Legislature now requires in order to receive funding. Funding for Risk Assessments in the Home Ignition Zones, which helps educate homeowners to understand and realize their risk and responsibilities, is discussed in detail. He also indicates these funds will decrease 10% each year.
ACTION:  Adopt Resolution No. 09-052 Designating 85% of the Secured Rural Schools Program payment to Title I for FY 2009-2010.
MOVED BY:
Dahle
SECONDED BY:  Hanson
UNANIMOUS:  Yes
ACTION:  Adopt Resolution No. 09-053 Designating 15% of the Secure Rural Schools Program Payment to be allocated in the following manner: Title II Projects 8% and Title III Projects 7%.
MOVED BY:
Dahle
SECONDED BY: Pyle 
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

Recess 11:22 a.m. – 11:26 a.m.

INFORMATION / CONSENT CALENDAR

Item G2 Sheriff’s item was removed from Consent for separate consideration, CAO Ketelsen states the Sheriff would like to speak on that item.

ACTION:  Take the noted action on the following Consent Calendar items:

MOVED BY:
Hanson
SECONDED BY:  Dahle
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ITEM - ROADS DEPARTMENT
Approve the "Agreement By and Between the County of Lassen and Raymond P. and Vera Herrington Terminating Grant of Right to Take Borrow for Highway Purposes" and authorize the Director of Public Works to sign the agreement.

PRISON TRIAL COSTS REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAMS ITEMS

Receive and file the recap of CCC Prison and High Desert State Prison Trial Costs Reimbursement Billing for the months of July 2008 through June 2009 and July and August 2009. 

MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS

Receive and file the following correspondence: 
a.  Lassen County Air Pollution Control District Governing Board meeting agenda for September 8, 2009.

b.  Local Agency Formation Commission of Lassen County meeting agenda for September 14, 2009.

c.  Lassen Transit Service Agency meeting agenda for September 14, 2009.

d.  Lassen County Transportation Commission meeting agenda for September 14, 2009.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

Sheriff Warren: Explains he was informed on his way to this meeting, that new developments occurred and that the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) funding for the 2009-2014 Law Enforcement Order for Services Agreement between Lassen County and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to provide patrol services on BLM land has been eliminated.  Emergency service will continue to be provided, but they do not want to enter into an agreement unless there is funding to back it up. He states we can pull the item and bring it back to the board at a future date, or the board can authorize him to move forward with the agreement if the funding is returned.
ACTION:  Pull the item and bring it back to the board at a future date if funding is available.

MOVED BY:
Chapman
SECONDED BY:  Dahle   
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT – WILLIAMSON ACT 

SUBJECT:  The State’s elimination of nearly all the funding for the County’s Williamson Act program (aka: California Land Conservation Act).
Supervisor Hanson: Discloses that his family is a contract holder in the California Land Conservation Act (aka: Williamson Act), and therefore excuses himself from the board for this item due to a possible conflict of interest. He also indicates that he is seeking an individual formal opinion on the matter from the Attorney General and if allowed will join the discussion at a future time.  Supervisor Pyle: Also excuses himself on the same grounds.  County Counsel Settlemire: Gives the public additional information on the Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) and the reasons Supervisors Hanson and Pyle are not participating in the discussion or any decision making at this time.
CAO Ketelsen: Explains that the Assessor, who has a critical part of this discussion/information, is currently unavailable because he was subpoenaed to testify before the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Board today.  He will try to make the general impact of this discussion as clear as possible with the help of Chief Planner Maurice Anderson and County Counsel Settlemire.
He describes how the Governor removed from the budget subvention payments to local government for participation in the Williamson Act, and how this action has had a dramatic effect on the Lassen County Budget. The subvention has averaged around $400,000 per year, and without it the County’s loss will compound each year; this discussion is to explore what the County should do regarding that loss.  For the discussion, County Counsel with the help of staff has prepared two diagrams that show the effect of non-renewal and what that will mean in terms of generating tax revenue and its impact upon the taxpayers.

Chief Planner Anderson: Presents the staff report and first diagram. Discussion is held.  It is explained how property is assessed under the Williamson Act versus Prop 13 and the differences between the two.  Staff gives its recommendation to give notice of non-renewal and states the reasons why.
County Counsel Settlemire: Explains second diagram and the effects of non-renewal of contracts.  More discussion is held.  The State’s subvention program is elaborated on.  County Counsel points out that the subvention program does not replace the lost property taxes dollar for dollar, in Lassen County’s situation it would replace approximately half.  CAO Ketelson: Clarifies that the amount of taxes the County could get if there were no Williamson Act would be less than the subvention amount.  This is due to the fact that the subvention money goes directly to the county and does not get split between the other property taxing entities. The loss to the county is substantial, if you compound it over the remaining years, there is a big gap that continues every year in our budget. There is no way to get that back unless the subvention is reinstituted. However there is no way of getting any of it back short of cancelling the Williamson Act and getting the money directly from the property owners.  Staff recognizes that from its inception the board has been a long time supporter of the program, however they don’t feel they have a lot of flexibility in their recommendation due to the situation the state has put the County in.  They hope contract owners are aware they can appeal, which will and lock in their assessed value for four (4) years, and hopefully during that time the State can figure out how to re-instate the program.  In many cases, in regards to re-instating contracts, other than the fee associated with a new application, there likely would be no added change.
Supervisor Dahle: States that if the County doesn’t “non-renew” it will lose $164,000. He feels this was good legislation when it was first enacted, and people want it. It was meant to keep agricultural lands from being developed and if the land isn’t being used to produce, it will be subdivided and turned into homes.  If the County non-renews, the State may say we never needed the subvention in the first place. This has been an issue in the State for the past four (4) years, feels the need to talk to the producers, the people who hold the contracts, to see if we should continue to fight this fight.  Believes this is a delicate situation, doesn’t want to make a decision today. Supervisor Keefer: States that the purpose of this discussion is for education, due to the fact that this is a complicated matter.
County Counsel states most of the contracts have a renewal date of January 1st. If the decision is to non-renew the county must provide a sixty (60) day notice to contract holders, notices would have to be given by November 1st.

Supervisor Dahle: Would like to throw out some options for the public. His constituents want to know what the Assessor is going to assess them at, and what the County is going to do. He would like to have the Farm Bureau, the Cattlemen’s Association, and the people who hold these contracts involved in the discussion to better figure out how to play out our hand. There is no change to their assessments for four years, in that time we need to try to get the Governor to not blue pencil this out. This information needs to go to these associations and contract holders so they know where the Board is.   Supervisor Chapman: Agrees that more information is needed before the Board can make a decision but one needs to be made before mid-October in time for the November trigger. He would like to have the Assessor’s office gather the necessary information.  
Chief Planner Anderson: Would like it noted that non-renewing all the contracts will be a considerable endeavor. He has already begun trying to collect all the contracts and some of them are not in the files. If the decision in the end is to non-renew the contracts, it is going to take a lot of staff to get it done.
CAO Ketelsen: States that in the large agricultural counties the decision has been made that the program is too important, they are sending the message they can do without the money and stay with the program; in counties where agriculture is more marginal they are choosing to do without the program because the money is too important.  

Supervisor Chapman: Would like to hold a special meeting on October 6th which would provide staff more time to get their information together, provide more time to get together with constituents, and if the Board decides to non-renew it will provide staff more administrative time to accomplish that.
Supervisor Dahle: Would like it clarified that if the subvention is not there, it would be about $164,000 in lost taxes that we would receive if we non-renew. CAO Ketelsen: States that we would not receive all of that right away, only after all non-renewal time has run out, at today’s value that would be the amount of net taxes that you would generate back.
Supervisor Chapman: Would like the Assessor to itemize the contracts and produce some sort of spreadsheet showing the difference between the Prop 13 values and the Williamson Act values.
Chairman Keefer asks for public comment. 

Rancher Marka Hemphill: Wants to confirm that if the contracts are not renewed the value of their land will not be reassessed and will go back to the Prop 13 value. Board members and County Counsel confirm.
Land Use Planner Bill Thomas: Represents the owners of the Heinz Ranch (historically known as the Mendoza Ranch) who could not make it today due to a conflicting appointment. He states an application was submitted in June to add approximately 10,000 more acres of the Heinz Ranch into the Williamson Act, and it has basically been put on hold until the Board makes a decision on what has been presented to the Board this morning. They would like some direction in terms as to where they should go with this matter.  He feels it is important for the Board to understand that being able to place land into the Williamson Act is an important part of the decision making process when they purchase land. He realizes that the obligation to provide services to people in this community is paramount, but he would like to suggest the Board not cut short the value of this program. There is no such program in Reno, and he feels there is value in it. If the Board wants to save agricultural land, he encourages them to evaluate every tool they have to encourage land owners.
Susanville Resident Violet Stout: Has heard the money from the Williamson Act is now funding the prisons. Is concerned our land is not for farmers and ranchers anymore because it is being sold off.  States we currently get a lot of our food from overseas, wants to know were we are going to get our food if we can’t grow it here in the United States if something happens.  

Todd Swickard: Feels that if $164,000 is in the pockets of the local land owners, a lot of it is going to flow back into the community.
Supervisor Dahle: Would like to get the word out to the Farm Bureau and the Cattlemen’s Association, before the October 6th meeting, so everyone knows what is going on. He feels the subvention is the big win for the county.
Chairman Keefer: Asks if anyone else would like to speak to this issue, and asks the audience to spread the word to their peers concerning the October 6th meeting at 9:30 a.m.
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS - LETTER
ACTION:  Approve letter to Governor Schwarzenegger about Hardship Caused by Furlough of Local State Employees. 
MOVED BY:
Chapman
SECONDED BY:  Dahle   
UNANIMOUS:  Yes

INFORMATION FOR THE BOARD

CAO Ketelsen:  Updates the Board on the property tax suspension of Prop 1A.   Essentially, this is a borrowing of 8% of the County’s property tax by the State that wouldn’t be paid back until 2013, creating a budget gap for the County of $633,000.  This hardship is not unique to Lassen County.  In order to make up this funding gap the State Legislature and the Governor promised as part of the Prop 1A suspension, that the funds would be allowed to be securitized.  The State would also pay the interest on the bonds secured by the promise to pay the Counties back and pay any costs associated with issuing those bonds.  However, in order to be made whole the bonds would have to be issued by November.  This requires special legislation, which was supposed to be, but was not brought up during the extra session of the Legislature.  Since the legislation was not introduced and the Legislature has now recessed, the process of issuing the bonds has been delayed.  A similar bill that has to do with the Highway Users Tax Account (HUTA) funds that would benefit Lassen County has also been delayed.  CAO Ketelsen reminds the Board of the meeting some of them will be having with Senator Dave Cox the following weekend and requests that they relay the funding concerns of the County to the Senator.
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 12:26 p.m.








______________________________  








Chairman of the Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

___________________________________ 

Baden Falkowski, Deputy Clerk of the Board 
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