IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS BY COUNTY COUNSEL

SUSAN RIVER FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT SPECIAL TAX

MEASURE “U”
This measure would authorize the Susan River Fire Protection District (“the District”) to levy a special tax on each taxable parcel of land within the District.  The tax levied will be seventy-nine dollars ($79.00) per taxable parcels located within the District, per year, for parcels containing single-family homes, multi-family homes, mobile homes, manufactured homes, commercial industrial or institution structures.  Agricultural or vacant parcels located within the District shall be taxed at the rate of nineteen dollars ($19.00) per taxable parcel, per year.  This measure will take effect during fiscal year 2010-2011.  The revenues raised by this special tax will only be used to defray operating expenses, capital improvement expenditures and debt repayment.  The taxes will be collected either (1) on the Lassen County property tax bill in the same manner and subject to the same penalty as county property taxes, or (2) by individual billing to the property owner in which case the bill will be payable in 45 days or be subject to a ten percent (10%) penalty, accrue interest at the rate of one percent (1%) per month, and become a lien against the property until paid. If this measure is approved by the registered voters, the District may exceed the spending limit as previously established by an amount equal to the revenue from the special tax beginning in fiscal year 2010-2011. The measure allows for the taxes to be expended according to a plan developed annually by the District staff and approved and adopted by the Districts’ Board of Directors. The measure further calls for the establishment of a citizen’s oversight committee appointed by the Board to review and report on the expenditures of tax revenues. This measure will pass if two-thirds of the Susan River Fire Protection District’s  registered voters cast a “Yes” vote.  
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